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ARTICLE XXVIII 


An ENQUIRY into the natural caufes 
of the extraordinary flux and reflux, 
which happened in the Port of Marfeilles 

: the 29 of Fune, 1725. By Father La- 

VAL, of the Society of Fefus, Hydrogra- 

pher to the King. (An account of that 

Phenomenon has been publifhed in the 

third Volume of this Journal, Art. 

XVIIL ) 
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This Article bas been communicated to the Authors 
of the Memoirs of Trevoux. 


T" ts fac& has had as many witnefles, as 


there were people walking upon the Key 
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of the Port of Marfeilles, the 29 of June, in 
the evening. ‘Their number was very great ; 
for, it was a holy day. But that event has been 
{fo varioufly reported, that one could hardly rea. 
fon about it, if all the different circumiftances 
that have been publifhed, were minded. I thall 
only confider what Commodore De Burras writ 
to me the 18 of July, 1725. Here follow his 
own woras. 


“ People talk of that fact here as differently, 
as they do at Youlov. ‘The moft certain ac 
“° count I have been able to get, is, that in 
“ lefs than three quarters of an hour, the wa- 
*¢ ters went off twice in the Port, and came 
“ back again as many times, with an extraordi- 
“ nary fwiftnefs, and a very fenfible diminution 
¢¢ and increafe. I have been affured that this 
** motion did not appear in our Road ; but 
“that it was perceived at L’ Effaque. I know 
* not whether a fact fo varioufly reported, de- 
°° ferves that the caufe of it fhould be enquired 
“‘ into. If you difcover it, you will do mea 
“ kindnefs to impart it to me”. 


La 


This is what is certain, and upon which only 
my enquiries are grounded. 


1. Tis a matter of fact, that from the 13 of 
June the Sea was full here at Toulon, Cand con- 
fequently at Mar/eilles) in fo much that on the 
24, the water overflowed part of the Key o 
this Port ; that is, it was 18 inches higher than 
it is commonly. Which fhows that the wind 
was South-Weft ; for, the waters do not rife 
upon our coafts but by the Sea-winds from the 
South-Eaft to the South- Welt by South, efpecially 
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by the South-weft wind, becaufe it drives on 
the Sea from the Streights of Gi/raltar, with- 
out interruption ; and the Sea does not fall a- 
long thefe coafts but by the land-winds, from the 
North-Weft to the North-Eaft by North, efpe- 
cially by the North-Weft wind, which drives 
the waters towards the coafts of Italy, and as 
fir as Barbary. 

The Sea decreafed the 29 of June at Toulon, 
becaufe there arofe in the morning a very frefh 
North-Weft wind, which lafted the whole day 
and far in the night. ‘There was no wind at 
Marfeiwes that evening, as it has been affirmed 
to me. | 


2. The coaft from L’ Efaque to Cape Corone, 
which is thirteen miles long, runs dire€tly Eaft 
and Weft ; and therefore when the South-weft 
wind blows, the waves preffing one another, ac 
cording to the direction of that wind, ftrike 
upon that coaft by an angle of 454. But be- 
caufe the angle of reflection is equal to the an- 
gle of incidence, it follows that the fame waves 
are reflected by the South-Eaft wind, which, 
as well as the South-Weft, makes upon that 
coaft an angle of 454. ; by which means thofe 
waves are directly carried to the mouth of the 
Port of Mar/eilles, and along the coaft to Cape 
Croifette, which advances alfo Weftwatd, and 
terminates on that fide the Gulph of Mar/eilles. 
But becaufe the entrance of the Fore-Port, cal- 
led the Farot, is fomewhat narrow, and that of 
the-Port narrower ftill ; the waves being driven 
by thofe that follow, muft needs rife, not being 
tble to get quickly enough into thofe entrances. 
According to the direction of the remaining’ 


Bj Part of the coaft from the More’s Head to Cape 
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Croifette, the very Iflands of the Road oppofing 
the motion of the waters ; the Sea muft needs 
rife ftill higher ; fo that by this mechanifm of 
liquids, the Sea muft enter {wiftly into the Port 
of Marfeilles, and rife there to a great height, 
And indeed, I have feen it fometimes overflow 
the Key to fuch a degree, as to make it un- 


paffable. 


3. If fuch a thing did not happen in the flux 
and reflux, which are the fubject of my dif- 
courfe, “tis becaufe, as it has been faid above, 
the brisk North-weft wind, which blew on this 
fide of Cape Croi/ette, driving the waters to the 
South-Eaft, according to its dire€tion, muft 
have depreffed the Sea, from the Ifles of Marfeslles 
and to the South-Eaft. The waters therefore 
ran {wiftly towards thofe parts, where the fur- 
face of the Sea was lower: which occafioned 
that quick reflux, the fwiftnefs whereof was in- 
creafed not only by the declivity of the waters 
to the South-Eaft, but alfo by the weight of 
thofe that got in. But then, becaufe there was 
no wind in the Gulph of Marfeiiles ; the South- 
Weft wind, which is always fuppofed to blow 
from the Sea, continued to drive the waves to- 
wards the coaft of L’ Efaque, which runs Eat 
and Weft ; and therefore ’tis plain that the wae 
ters being reflected by that coaft, muft have run 
ftill to the South-Eaft at the entrance of the 
Port of Mar/ei/les, and the more fwiftly, bee 
caufe the waters had fallen before by the reflux 
juft now mentioned, occafioned by a North 
Weft wind, which blew ftrongly to the Eaft 
ward of Marfeiiles : they muft therefore have 
run {wiftly, and rifen again in that Port by the 
fame mechanifm. Which muft have lafted 2 
(CF 
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after many ofcillations the waters were at laft les 
vel every where, as before. 


4 Notwithftanding that Level, there are 
Currents on the coafts of Provence, running 
from Eaft to Weft, which are {wifter, as the 
winds blow harder from the Sea, efpecially the 
South-Weft wind ; and this will ferve to explain 
how the waters rife upon the coafts, when Cur- 
rents run into other Currents. ‘The winds on- 
ly change the dire¢tion of thofe Currents. And 
indeed, I have frequently feen from my Obfer- 
vatory, in the fame Gulph of Marfeilies, Cur- 
rents running fometimes to the North, and 
fometimes to the North-Weft, as the force of 
the South-Weft wind, though weak, exceeded 
that of the Current, the direction whereof was 
to the Weft. 

Currents in the Sea, and alfo in the Air, (for, 
the fame laws ferve for all fluids}) which fome- 
times, one along the other, go into oppofite 
parts, are very well known to Sea-men, and ve- 
ty little to thofe who never were at Sea, and 
fancy that Currents require whirl-pools, and 
holes at the bottom of it. Such is that chimeri- 
cal whirl-pool near the entrance into the Port of 
Marfeilies, which I fhould not know, had it not 
been mentioned in the Mercure, though I have 
been eleven years Regius Profeffor of Hydrogra- 
phy in this Port. 

The fituation of the coafts, the direétion of 
the winds, the greater or leffer tides of the O- 
cean, occafion a great variety in the Currents of 
the Mediterranean Sea, and are plainly the nae 
tural caufes of them. We have obferved in the 
Streights of Gibraltar , very ftrong Currents 

Eaft to Welt, and others along them from 
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Weft to Eaft. In the fame Streights, we hap- 
ened to be, when the tides were very grcat, 
the 17 of October 1720, in a Current bearing 
from Cape Trafalgar to Tangiers with great 
{wittnefs. Nothing but froth was to be feen in 
that Current, which was not above 20 or 30 
Toifes broad : the noife of its waters was fo vio- 
Jent, that one would have thought they roared 
again{t rocks. 

Afterwards we came into a more peaceable 
Current, but fo fwift, that running Eaftward, as 
we did, we got into the Mediterranean in three 
hours time. In that Sea, the Currents continue 
to run from Weft to Eaft, along the coafts of 
Barbary, as far as Egypt. From Syria they run 
through Greece, and along the coafts of Italy : 
from France and Spain, they go from Eaft to 
Weft. Such is the communication of the wa 
ters of the Mediterranean with the Ocean. A- 
bout the middle of the channel between Spcii 
and Barbary, the Current goes fometimes from 
Weft to Eaft. We have found it fo at feveral 
times. A like Current about the Ifles of Jfa- 
jorca and Minorca made us fail between twelve 
and fifteen leagues in one night, without almoft 
any wind. We were then between Majorca and 
Catalonia, but nearer Catalonia. | 

If the North-Weft wind, blowing on this 
fide of Marfezles, had not driven the waters 
{wiftly towards the South-Eaft, that flux would 


not have been followed by fuch a fpeedy reflux: 


and indeed, when the South-Weft wind is equal 
along the coaft, the Sea rifes equally, and falls 
as the wind flackens, or as it is followed by 4 
Jand-wind. Wherefore all the circumftances, 


which happened on the 29 of June, are requifite 
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for fuch a flux and reflux: they feldom meet 
together. . 

They happened in the fame manner on the 
so of Auguft 1665 ; for, the fame Phenome- 
non was then obferved at Mar/ei/les by Cefar 
D’ Arcous. Here follows an Extract of a paf- 
fage out of the Book of that Author, printed 
at Bourdeaux : that Extract has been made by 
the learned Commodore De Barras, and infert- 
ed in a Writing which he has communicated to 
me. 

On the ro of Auguft of the laft year 1665, 
at five a clock in the morning, the weather be- 
ing calm and clear, having tound the Sea de- 
creafed by a foot in the Port Cof Mar/feilles) I 
looked very attentively towards the entrance, to 
fee what would be the confequence of fuch an 
extraordinary decreafe. Very foon after, I per- 
ceived the Sea to reflow into the Port with fuch 
afwiftnefs, that all the Barks and Ships turned 
about by that motion, which lafted half a quar- 
ter of an hour, till the Port was filled up to the 
height of the Keys. 

The waters remained then calm and without 
motion for fome moments : afterwards they. be- 
gan to go off with the fame fwiftnefs—— Tine 
whole Town flocked to fee that flux and reflux, 
which had not been feen for the fpace of 14 
years, and which lafted two hours ; each reflux 
lafting only about half a quarter of an hour, and 
each flux as much time, with fome reft in their 
point of reflexion, as I have faid. 

However, the fwiftnefs was greater at the firft 
reflux, leffening afterwards by degrees both at 
the flux and reflux, as well as the increafe and 
decreafe of the waters, which always grew lef- 
fer, like the vibrations of a Pendulum, till all 
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thofe motions were quite over, and the waters 
remained in their former ftate of reft, &c, 

This narrative fhows the refemblance of 
the two Phenomena, after an interval of fixty 
years. The natural cayfes above mentioned will 
explain them both, and all other like fluxes and 
refluxes. For we know of no regular flux and 
reflux in the Mediterranean Sea, as in the O. 
cean, nor even at the further end of the Gulph 
af Venice, as it has been very well obferved by 
Mr. De Barras, againft the opinion of Ce/ar 
D’ Arcous, who pretended to prove that there is 
a flux and reflux in our Seas, as well as in the 
Ocean. But, notwithftanding what he fays, we 
know of no other but what is occafioned by the 
winds, whereof I fhall further give a very curi- 
ous inftance, juft now communicated to me by 
Mr. Peyfonnel, who upon his return from Bare 
bary, whither he had been fent by the King for 
the improvement of Botanics and Natural Hi- 
ftory, is landed at Zoulon, 

He told me, that at the further end of the 
Port of Biferta, there is from North to South 4 
Channel two leagues long. That Channel reaches 
a Lake of three leagues in diameter. At the 
further end of this Lake, which has a confide. 
rable depth, there is another Channel two 
leagues long, whieh goes as far as another Lake 
of the fame extent and depth as the firft : the 
whole is filled up with Sea-water. When the 
Eafterly wind blows, thofe Lakes and Channels 
decreafe a foot and a half; and the ftream which 
carries thofe waters into the Sea, is very {wift. 
On the contrary, when the Wefterly wind blows, 
the waters return into thofe Lakes by the Chan- 
nels with a very ftrong current ; fo that as much 
‘water comes in, as went off before. Mr. Pey- 
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onnel has farther told me, that at the entrance 
of the firft Channel, the furface of the Sea-wa- 
ter was then half a foot higher than in the Chan- 
nel. He has alfo mentioned to me another Phas 
nomenon, like that of Marfeilles, which he ob- 
ferved on the 4.0f June, 1725. Here follows 
an Extra€t, which Mr. De Barras has alfo ine 
ferted in his Writing communicated to me. 

On the 4 of June 1725, the weather was vee 
ry uncertain : it rained in the afternoon ; and 
after the rain, the South-Weft wind blew. A- 
bout fix aclock in the evening, the wind ceafed, 
and the Sea was very calm. Being upon the 
Terrafs of the houfe of the Jndia-Company (at 
the Baftion of France) half an hour before Sun- 
fet, we took notice that the waters were very 
full and high. A Current happened all of a fud- 
den: the Sea-waters went off with great {wift- 
nefs in one minute, and fell above ten feet. The 
Sea-fhore was dry above 208 paces beyond its 
ufual bounds ; and the fifh remained upon the 
dry fhore——-Three minutes after, the waters 
came in again with the fame fwiftnefs as they 
went off. I obferved till night, that every two 
minutes the waters came in and went off, lofing 
their motion by degrees, like the undulations of 
a veffel full of water, which has been fhaken, 
whofe motion ceafes infenfibly. 

Thefe facts fhow, as I have faid above, that 
the ficuation of the coafts, and the direétion of 
the winds, are the only caufe of that fort of 
flux and reflux, which are abferved in our Seas ; 
and that fuch motions are not only obferved in 
the Euripas, near the Ifle of Negrepont, and in 
the Faro di Meffina : only thefe are conftant, by 
teafon of the ftreights in which the waters are 
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Such are alfo the Currents upon the flat fhores 
of Languedoc, the Lakes whereof are emptied, 
and form great Currents to the South-Eaft, when 
the North-Weft wind blows, and are filled up 
again with contrary Currents by the South-Eaft 
winds. Perhaps the emptying of the Lakes of 
Lauguedoc did contribute to the Phenomenon 
which happened at Mar/eilles, and alfo the Rhone, 
which was then very much {welled. The South. 
Weft wind, blowing from the Sea, drove thofe 
waters towards the coaft between L’ Effaque and 
Cape Corone, as I have faid above. 





















A general Hiftory of the Currents of the Sea, 
would be a large and curious Work. But the 
Phenomenon, which happened at Mar/eilles, is 
the only fubjeét of my difcourfe ; and I think 
J have fufficiently explained it. ‘That Phenone- 
#10 has been varioufly reported, and accounted 
for. I was myfelf very much miftaken, by afcri- 
bing it at firft to an earthquake. 











(There is aun account of the Currents of the 
Mediterranean Sea, in the former Memoirs of 
Literature. See the word Currents in the Ji- 


dex. ) 
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ARTICLE Xxx, 


~ e . . * > 
REGOLE e Offervazion1 di vari Autor! 
intorno alla Lingua Tofcana. Dedicate 


all’ Illuftriflimo Sig, Bali, Conte Luigt 
Loren- 
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Lorenzi. In Firenze. 1725. Nella 
Stamperia di Michele Neftenus. Per 
il Carlieri, all’ Infegne di S. Luigi. 


That 1s, 


OBSERVATIONS wpon the Italian Tongue. 
Florence. 1725. 1n 8vo. pags. 361. 


HAVE thought fit to take notice of this 

Book, becaufe it is of great utc to learn 
the Italian Tongue. It has been printed three 
times ; and a fourth Edition will come out with 
feveral additions : which fhows that this Work 
is efteemed in Italy. It confifts of feveral pieces 
written by different Authors upon the Italian 
Language. In the firft, Carlo Dati fhows that 
a Man ought to fpeak well his mother tongue, 
and makes good obfervations upon that fubject. 
He fays, among other things, that Paulus Ma- 
gucius was very much miftaken, when he affirm- 
ed that the Grammar was not neceffary to the 
Romans ; which is confuted by feveral paffages 
out of antient Authors. 

Lionardo Salviati examines this queftion in the 
next piece: Whether living Languages, and 
particularly the Italian, ought to be fubjected to 
rules. 

_ The third piece was written by the fame Au- 
thor, who fhows from whom one ought to take 
the neceffary rules to fpeak and write well, par- 
ticularly in the Italian tongue. 

In the next piece, the fame Lionardo Salviati 
ives his judgment about the moft excellent 
works of fome Writers of the beft Age 
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The Readers will find in the remaining pare 
of this Book, the Obfervations of Giovanni Ba- 
tifta Strozzi upon the Italian Tongue. The 
Conjugations of the Verbs, by Benedetto Buom- 
mattet. Another piece of the fame nature, by 
France{co Cionacci. A Treatife of the irregular 
Conftruction of the Italian Tongue, by Bene- 
detto Menzini. A Treatife of the Italian Ortho- 
graphy. <A fhort Fragment of a Treatife of the 
Greek, Latin and Italian Languages, by Gio- 
vanni della Cafa. <A fhort Difcourfe of Abbé 
Anton-Maria Salvini, pronounced in the Acas 
demy della Crufca, the 10 of February, 1723. 


ARTICLE XXX. 


A DISSERTATION pon ANTICHRIST. 


<c ue Readers have feen in the former 
Memoirs of Literature four Differtati- 
“ ons, afcribed to a learned German Profeffor, 
“ concerning the Hiftory of Balaam ; Sam/on’s 
“° Foxes ; bis Slaughter of the Philiftines with 
“° the Faw-bone of an Afs, and Elijab’s Ravens. 
© I fhall now communicate to the Public ano- 
“ ther Differtation of the fame Author upon 
“© Anticbrift. It is a curious and very uncommon 
*¢ piece. Whatever notions my Readers may 
“* entertain of it, I hope none of them will be 
“< difpleafed to find it in this Journal. Here fol- 
“* jows that Differtation ”. : 


ADVER: 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


t has been a very earneft enquiry for many 

ages, whom the Apoftles mean, when they 
{peak of ANTIcHRIstT. Some believe that he 
has appeared among the Chriftians themfelves. 
Others are of opinion, that he was a certain 
Roman Emperor *, who in the time of the A- 
poftles ufed the Chriftians cruelly. However it 
be, we cannot look without grief upon the quar- 
rels of Chriftians on that head, which have di; 
fturbed the public tranquillity. 

We need only examine the Epiftles of the 
Apoftles without prepoffeffion ; and we fhall find 
out that they do not mean a Chriftian, when 
they mention Antichrift, but thofe who denied 
our Lord Fefus-Chrift. : 


The Head and the other Prefidents of the 
Republic and Church of the Jews, with 
the whole Senate of Ferufalem, and the 
whole Jewifh nation, were <Antichrift 
and the Antichrifts mentioned in the New 
Teftament direétly or indiredtly. 


A»? two hundred years before the nativity 

of Chrift, the Jews being fubdued by the 
Greeks, after the expedition of Alexander the 
Great, admitted into their Schools the Greek 
Philofophy, efpecially that of Plato. And be- 
caufe that Philofophy did very much pleafe the © 
learned Jews, thofe who minded Politics, took 
up greedily P/ato’s notion of a perfec? Republic, 
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and revolving it in their minds, naturally vain 
and proud, they grounded upon it fometimes a 
conjecture, and fometimes their hopes of a fu- 
ture Republic of fuch a perfection as Plato bad 

deforibed ; aud that it would be no wheres. but 
among the fews. ‘Their former exploits, their 
being in God’s favour above all other nations, 
he height of glory and power to which they 
were raifed in the reign-of David and Solomon, 
confirmed them in that opinion. Befides; fome 
paffages in the Scripture, collected for that pur- 
ars , feemed to promife to the King of the 
Jews the Sovereignty of the whole world, a 
conftant pe ace, vatt ric] ies, and an ever lafting 
plenty of all good things: which very much 
increafed their “hopes. For, though thofe pro- 
mifes were not abfolute, but conditional, and 
moft of them related only to paft Ages ; yet 
ambition, and a defire of being quickly freed 
from the power of the Greeks, moved the Jews 
to underftand them of the time to come. And 
becaufe they were falfly perfuaded that the Me/- 
fias would be a very fortunate and powerful King, 
they very willingly put off the above mentioned 
profperity of their Republic and Church till the 
coming of that Monarch, believing that se 
would form a State, according to the notion of a 
perfect Republic, fiill more happy and powei ful 
than it bad been defcribed by Plato. 

The Jews are ftill fupported by thofe-vain 
hopes to this day, and enabled by them to bear 
the yoke of the Chriftians. 

But notwithftanding thofe freat imaginations 
with which the antient Jews flattered themfelves, 
the beft Politicians among them could not be 
ignorant, that being oppreffed Py fuch power- 
ful enemies as thofe by whom they had been 
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{ubdued, it would be impoffible to recover their 
former liberty, and to get a fovereign power 
not only over their enemies, but alfo over all 
the Kings and Princes of the world, without 
expecting that the latter would ufe their utmoft 
endeavours to prevent it by force of arms. 
Wherefore they were obliged to confefs, that 
they would meet with great oppofitions and dif- 
ficulties, in reftoring»their State according to 
the notion of fuch a perfect Republic, as has 
been mentioned above. This was evident by 
the rules of true Politics ; and it feemed more- 
over to be confirmed by fome paffages in the 
Scripture, alledged to eftablifh their opinion ; 
for, in thofe paffages, profperity is always at- 
tended. with wars, rebellions, and other calami- 
ties. 

And though the faid paflages do not at all re- 
late to thofe events, yet the Scribes and Doétors 
of the Law applied them in that manner, fet- 
ting a fine glofs upon them, ahd recommended 
them to the people, as a fovereign remedy a- 
gainft their mifery, and a fupport of their 
hopes. 

The Learned have in their hands many Books 
of the Jews, who by a very antient tradition 
relate the various revolutions of that new Reign, 
and make it ftill more happy than P/ato’s Re- 
public ; taking notice however of the misfor- 
tunes to be feared in the beginning of it. Such 
are the griefs of their Meffias, that is, the great 
evils that will furround him on all fides ; by 
Which they underftand chiefly wars and bloody 
battels. 

And becaufe it will be difficult to avoid the 
danger of death ; they affirm, that the Mefas 

him- 
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himfelf will fink ; being forced to own it by 
fome paffages of the Scripture ill applied. | 

And left this fhould leffen the glory of the 
Meffias, they maintain, either out of malice, or 
out of a pretended piety, that there will be two 
Meffias’s, the one called Ben Fofepb, and the 
other Ben David. The former (fay they) will 
begin the war ; but he will perifh in it. The 
other will overcomie and defeat all his enemies, 
and eftablifh his reign in a glorious manner. 

But to come to the matter in hand : the Ene- 
my of the Meffias and of his Reign is called by 
feveral names among the Jews, and more parti- 
cularly by that of ’Avayes@, Autichrif?, that is, 
the Adverfary of Chrift. 

The Jews, from the time of Alexander the 
Great, were very well acquainted with the Greek 
tongue ; and in fome countries, whither they 
had been fent Captives, they fpoke no other 
Janguage. Hence it is, that the Jewifh Wri- 
ters of that time, though very learned, hardly 
underftood one word of Hebrew, as it appears 
by their foolifh explications of fome Hebrew 
words : Fofepbus and Philo will afford inftances 
of it. I add, that there were at Alexandria ve- 
ry famous Jewifh Schools ; and perhaps the 
word Antichrift owes its original to the learn 
ed Men of thofe Schools, from which it might 
eafily be tranfmitted to all the others. Tis al- 
fo certain, that at this prefent time the Jews ex- 
pect ftill that enemy, called Auticbrif. 

Abarbanel, one of the moft learned men that 
ever was among the Jews, and a Zealous des 
fender of their antient opinions, defcribes him 
by the fame Greek word, and mentions his wars 
in his Commentary upon Daniel, and elfee 
where. 
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You fee therefore, that the Jews fpoke of Aii= 
ticbrift, or the Enemy of the Meffias, long betore 
the coming of our Lord Jefus-Chrift. 


After the coming of Chrift, and when Fobz 
the Baptift had proclaimed him Meffias, his 
mean and poor way of living was defpifed by 
the Jews, and put them out of all hopes that 
he would reftore the Kingdom expected with 
{fo much impatience. ‘That contempt increafed 
more and more, efpecially when they obferved 
that he had no great affection for them, and 
heard him continually threaten their City and 
their Republic with ruin and defolation. After 
his death and refurrection, ( which happened a- 
gainft the expectation of his enemies ) he or« 
dered his Apofties to continue to preach as he 
had done ; which they did with great zeal, tel- 
ling the Jews, that Fe/us was be, whom they baa 
fo long expeéfed. But foon after, imprifonmentsy 
{courgings and maffacres prevented the {pread- 
ing of the doétrine of thofe poor perfecuted 
people. - 

Thus the Jews oppofed Jefus-Chrift, not 
only during his life, but alfo after his death, 
by perfecuting his difciples, and his new 
Church, 

The Aéts of the Apoftles afford a fufficient 
proof of it ; and St. Paul alone, before his con- 
verfion, did fufficiently fhow, by the authority 
of the Great Council, his animofity againft Fe- 
{us ; for which he frequently expreffes his grief, 
in his Epiftles. 

Thofe perfecutions, raifed by the Jews, did 
hot only fall upon Fe/us and his Apoftles, but 
alfo upon all the Faithful. - 
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All the Gofpels, all the Epiftles, are hardly 
any thing elfe, but a hiftory of the cruelty of 
thofe wicked men. 

As therefore the Jewifh Magiftrates, with their 
Agents the Pharifees and Doctors of the Law, 
oppofed Chrift, and put him to death, and alfo 
his followers ; the Apoftles, mentioning thofe 
cruclties and perfecutions, could not forbear to 
give to thofe Magiftrates, to the High Prieft, and 
their creatures, their own uame and character, by 
calling them Auticbrif{ ; in order to make them 
fenfible, that as they were the murtherers of the 
true Meffias, they were alfo the true enemies of 
his name, that is, the true Auticbrift, and the 
Antichrifis, fo long before mentioned in their 
Synagogues. 

Wherefore there is no doubt that the Apo- 
{tles always mean Judaifm, when they fpeak of 
Antichrif. For, being themfelves Jews, they 
underftood very well that word, which was fo 
well known in the Church and the Schools of 
the Jews ; and they learned at their own cof, 
that it did properly belong to thofe wicked men, 
as being the enemies and cruel perfecutors of 
Chrift and his difciples. 

Our Lord Jefus-Chrift was the firft, who re- 
prefented the Jews as his public enemies, that 
is, as Autichrif?. Hence it is, that he did fo 
frequently threaten the City, the Temple, and 
the People, that he would take vengeance of 
them tor putting him to death, though very in- 
nocent. 

The Evangelifts, in their account of Chrift’s 
Sermons, are allo very careful to fhow thefe 
two things ; the implacable batred of the Jews 
againt Fe/as, that is, Autichriftianifin, menti- 
oned in the Jewilh Schools and Writings ; and 
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the punifbinent of that malice, that is, the pu- 

nifhment of the City, and of the whole peo- 
le. 

. The Acts of the Apoftles are nothing elfe but 

a narrative of their fufferings and death, as a 

certain proof that Antzchrif?, fo long before pre- 

dicted, was come out of the Jewifh nation. 

Afterwards, as perfecutions and the fhedding 
of innocent blood encreafed, the Apoitles con- 
tinued in their Epiftles to condemn that hatred 
againft Jefus-Chrift, to threaten punifhment, and 
ftrengthen the Chriftians againft their mortal 
enemies, left they fhould defpond, feeing the 
torments and maffacres of the Apoftles and other 
Chriftians, and relapfe into Judaifm, being fol- 
licited to it by the falfe Teachers. 

Look upon the famous paffage in the fecond 
Epiftle to the Theffalonians, Chapter II. verfe 
2, &c., and add to it, as a Commentary, the 
14. verfe and fome others of the 2d Chapter of 
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the I. Epiftle: and you will find that St. Paul 
means only the Jews. 

Ye, brethren, (fays he, 1 Theff ii. 14. He 
means the Jews of Zheffalonica, as it appears 
from the XVII. Chapter of the Acts) Lecame 

; folowers of the Churches of God, which in “Fue 

3 dea are in Chrift Fefus ; for ye alfo bave {uffered 

: like things of your own country-men, even as they 

/ bave of the Jews: Cbeing in Judea) who both 

‘ killed the Lord Fefus, and their own Prophets, 

, and have perfecuted us ; and they pleafe not God ; 

‘ and ave contrary to all men : forbidding us to [peak 

fe to the Gentiles, that they might be faved, to fill 

7 up their fins alway: for the wrath is come upon 


them to the utterimoft. 

s This is a true picture of Autichrift, frequently 
he mentioned by St. Paul and the other Apoftles, 
M z Vik. 
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viz. of the Jews and Judaifm ; fo that there is 
no Commentary clearer than this upon the words 
of St. Paul and the other Apoftles, which relate 
to Autichrift, or the Adverlary of Chrift. St. Paul 
cautions the TLeffalouiaus againft this, in his fe- 
cond Epiftle. 

2Theff ii. 1. Now we befcech you, brethren, by 
the coming of our Lord ‘fefus Chrift, aud by our 
gathering togetber unto bim. 

This is an earneft intreaty, with a motive to 
induce the Theffalonians to a ready obedience, 
viz. the tender love of Chrift, who will cer- 
tainly come, and free them trom their milery. 

Ver. 2. hat ye be not foon foaken (by the 
Jews and their falfe Apoftles) 7 méud, (in your 
fentiment about the Chriftian Religion, which 
you have embraced. ) 

This is the intent of the Apoftle’s warning. 
He defigns to inftruct the Theffalonians, and 
to prevent their being feduced by the Jews, 
who ftrove with all their might to bring off 
the Chriftians from their Religion into Ju- 
daifm. 

He alfo oppofes with great zeal thofe frauds 
of the Jews, in his Epiftle to the Galatiaus. 
For, the Chriftians having then no enemies 
more crafty and cruel than the Jews, ftood 
very much in need of this comfort, that their 
evils would be at an end by the coming of Je- 
fus Chrift, and of being warned not to futter 
themielves to be deceived by flatteries, nor 
frighted by threatnings. And therefore the A- 
poftle adds : 

Aid that ye be not troubled. 

For, the Jews full of threats, breathed no- 
thing but the blood of the Chriftians, as St. Paul 
did before his converfion ; and when they could 
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not fucceed in their bloody defigns, they ftirred 
up the Heathens, and made ufe of them to op- 
prefs the poor Chriftians ; which muft needs have 
frighted them. 


To that intreaty and prefervative againft the 


artifices of the falfe Teachers, St. Paul adds pref- 
fing reafons and motives, which might prevent 
their being corrupted by promifes, or frighted 
by threatnings. ( Here the Author tranjflates [e- 
veral words of the Apoftle, very differently from 
what they are generally tranflated. He fhould have 
given fome reafons for {uch a tranflation. ) 


Neither, becaufe of the Spirit. 

This is the firft reafon, which might make 
them perfevere in the Chriftian faith, and keep 
them from Apoftaly, wiz. the Spirit which they 
had received at their converfion, and which was 
the moft certain fign of the grace of God, and 
a fure pledge of eternal life. 

Remember (this is the fenfe of his words) 
the Spirit of Jefus-Chrift, which was given you 
by his Gofpel ; and for the fake of it, don’t re- 
nounce your Religion, unlefs you are willing to 
lofe that Spirit, and confequently the hopes of 
eternal life. This motive, grounded upon the 
Spirit, is one of the ftrongeft that St. Paul ufes 
to keep the Chriftians in the faith: which may 
alfo be feen in his whole Epiftle to the Ga/atians, 
efpecially in the 3. Chapter. 

He adds another reafon, which is the fufficient 
warning he had given them before of their pres 
{ent perfecution : 


Nor, becaufe of our difcourfe, 
The context plainly fhows, that he means 
only bis own difcourfe with the TLheffalonians. 
M 3 To 
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To be convinced of it, one needs only read the 
gs. verfe. Remember ye not, fays he, that when 

was yet with you, I told you thefe things? And 
the 15 verfe makes the thing {till more evident. 
Toereforc, brethren, fiaud fafi, and bold the tra- 
ditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, 
or our eptfile. 

The third reafon, which ought to confirm 
them in Chriftianity, is the former Epifle of 
St. Paul, in which he had already fufficiently 
told them, that God would punifh the Jews ac- 
cording to their deferts : 


Nor, becaufe of the letter. 
Tis the Letter mentioned by him in the 1th 
verfe, wherein he had informed them of what 
they fhould do, and exhorted them to perfevere 


in the faith. 
Next to thofe three reafons, the Apoftle al- 


ledges another, taken from his own perfon : 


As well (fays he) for our fake. 


He means the love and cordial affe€tion, which 
the Theffaloniaus had for their Apoftle, who had 
taught them the doctrine of the Gofpel. All 
the Letters of St. Paul, efpecially that which 
he writ to the Galatians, fhow that he often 
made ufe of that motive to great advantage ; fo 
that their tender love for him did eafily move 
them to continue in the faith. 

Laftly, our Apoftle alledges again the Coming 
of Jefus-Chrift, which he had mentioned be- 
fore : 


As, becaufe the day of Chrift is at band. 


This was a very ftrong argument to attain his 
end, and to confirm the Lheffalonians in the 
faith. 
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faith. And therefore St. Paul and the other 
Apoftles frequently ufe it ; believing that no- 
thing could be more effectual to comfort the 
Chriftians, and make them perfevere among 
{uch great perfecutions, than the hope of the com- 
ing of Chrift, to punifh their enemies, and fet 
his children at liberty. The beginning of this 
Epiftle tends to the fame end. See v. 4, 5, 6, 
&c. of the I. Chapter. 

But it muft be obferved, that this paffage 
ought to be underftood of a particular Judg- 
ment of Chrift, that is, of the public punifh- 
ment of the enemies of the Church. Which 
chiefly happened, when Chrift took vengeance 
of the Jews, by putting their country to fire and 
{word, and deftroying their City, their Temple 
and their Religion. 

St. Paul having given fuch a warning to the 
Theffalonians, in order to confirm their faith by a 
powerful motive, repeats it again in the third 
verfe, faying : 


Let no man deceive you by any means. 


Afterwards, he puts them in mind of the pre- 
diftions he had made in their prefence, telling 
them : 


For, will not the Apoftaly come firft ¢ 


By propofing this queftion, he would have 
them remember his difcourfe with them, which 
he mentions in the 5. verfe, concerning the mi- 
ferable ftate of the Church, before the Jews 
fhould be punifhed on account of their perfecu- 
tions ; for they would feduce many Chriftians, 
and make them relapfe into Judaifm. This is 
the Apoftafy he means. 
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He goes on with his interrogation : 


Will not the man of fin, the fon of perdition, 
(that is, doomed to perith miferably ) appear 
pur lickly ¢ 

This alludes ftill to his difcourfe, in which 
perhaps he had foretold them that the Jews, 
having firft feduced many Chriftians, would be 
fevere!y punifhed. For, the words to appear, or 
to ve revealed, according to the ftyle of the Scrip- 
ture, fignify frequent ly — elfe, but to be 
EXpo fed to the fight of the world, by a public 
punifhment. 

But how come the Enemies of Chrift and his 
Church to be called in the fingular number, the 
man of fit, that is, the moft wicked man, or the 
very finful man ? 

uch a ftyle is generally received. As in the 
war, a great many enemies are called by the 
name of one Man, or one General ; for inftance, 
‘tis commonly faid: Le Frangois ‘fait Ja guerre 
aPEfpagnol, a P Allemand, (Lhe French makes 
war with the Spaniard, with the German) where- 
by a fingle individual man is not meant, but all 
the troops of the enemies under one Chief: 1 
like manner, becaufe the Jews were under one 
Magiftrate, one Prefident, and all of them were 
guilty of the fame crime, St. Paul {peaking of 
them, fpeaks in the fingular number : the mau 
of fi. 

Tis an ufual thing with our Apoftle to charge 
the Jews with being the greateft finners in the 
world ; and though they boafted of their Law 
and Religion, and of the moft perfeé holinefs, 
yet he convinces them of the contrary in his 
Epiftles, and makes it out that no men were 
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more Wicked than the Jews. See the fecond 
Chapter of the Epiftle to the Romans. 

Befides, he calls the Jewifh people the fon of 
verdition, by a vulgar phrafe among the He- 
prews, Which fignifies that their deftru€tion was 
at hand. 

Afterwards in the 4th verfe, he defcribes Ju- 
daifm more at large, calling it the Adver/ary. 

This is its true character ; and it is well ex- 
plained in the firft Epiftle to the Lheffalonians. 
For there were no greater enemies of Chrift ; 
which St. Paul complained of till he died, and 
alfo ali the other Apoftles. 

He goes on: Who exalteth bimfelf above all 
that is called God. 

That is, who exalts himfclf above all Relijs 
gion, above all thofe who fay, they have, or 
know the true God, according to the ftyle of 
the holy Scripture. This fhows the pride of the 
Jews, who boafted of being the true Church, 
chofen by God himfelf, and which alone was to 
be preferved by him. Thofe words are alfo a 
reflection upon the calumnies of the Jews, who 
faid that there was no true God among the 
Chriftians ; that they had not the true Religi- 
on; that they did not ferve the true God. And 
therefore St. Paul adds: Who exalteth bimfeif 
above all that is worfhipped. 

As if there was no other worfhip, but the 
Jewihh. 

So that be, as God, fitteth in the Temple of God, 
hhewing bimfelf that he is God. 

Thefe words explain ftill more clearly the 
pride of the Jews, becaufe they boafted of being 
the only true poffeffors of the Temple of Feri- 
Jalem, as if there was no other Temple of God ; 
lo that fitting in it as God, they would be looked 
upon 
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upon as God, that is, as men who had the true 
worfhip of God, performed in their 'Lemple ; 
and that there was no other Religion, but that 
which was exercifed in their Church. The 
whole Hiftory of the Gofpel, and of all the in- 
trigues of the High Priefts againft the doétrine 
of Chrift, is a clear commentary upon this 
verfe. 

Theic are the things, of which the Apoftle 
puts the Theffalonians in mind, as having been 
foretold in their prefence. 

Renember ye not Cfays he) that when I was 
yet with you, I told you thofe things ¢ 

In the 6. verfe, he alledges the reafon why the 
Jews had not yet received the punifhment which 
they deferved, v#z. that fomething put off the 
Apoftafy which was to precede, and encreafe the 
fins and the punifhment of the Jews. 

Aid now ye know what withboldeth. 

The indefatigable vigilance of St. Paul, his 
conftant care and diligence in inftructing and ad- 
monifhing, his frequent vifiting of the Churches, 
his teaching them by his Epiftles, and appoint- 
ing Bifhops, ftopt the Apoftafy into which the 
Jews endeavoured to bring the Chriftians. 

All the Epiftles of St. Paul are undeniable 
proofs of that ftop, as containing many warn- 
ings to beware of the falfe Teachers and their 
flatteries. ‘The whole Epiftle to the Romans is 
againft the Jews, and their deceitful arts ; and 
in the Epiftle to the Galatians, you will find 
the fame thing treated of with greater vehe- 
mence. Moreover, the paffionate intreaties of 
St. Paul did doubtlefs very much contribute to 
preferve the Church againft the wiles of the 
Jews. For, ’tis certain that the induftry and 
piety of one or two religious and grave Doctors, 
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do frequently preferve their Churches from abu- 
fes and corruption, and from errors, which 
would otherwife creep into them immediately 
after their death. Dr. N. was fuch an inftru- 
ment to prevent the wars, that were imminent 
in his time. For, he frequently faid : Whilft I 
am alive, I fhall preferve this country from war: 
when Iam dead, let others endeavour to pre- 
ferve themfelves from it ; but I am afraid, they 
will but too quickly feel’the weight of that 
lague. 

The Theffalonians were very fenfible of the 
great efticacy of their Apoftle’s care ; and 
therefore he fays : 

Ye know what withboldeth. 

His modefty did not allow him to name that 
obftacle, to mention his great vigilance ; but 
he intimates it in covered words, which are more 
energical, than if he had expreffed himfelf upon 
that head with great Empbajis and oftentation. 

That obftacle being removed, it was much to 
be feared that the Churches would fuffer them- 
felves to be feduced, and fall into Apoftafy : and 
then, fays the Apoftle, the punifhment of the 
Jews will follow. 

Till he appears in his time. 

That is, till the wicked Jew, the perfecutor 
of the Church, the Adverfary of Chrift pe- 
rifhes, and affords a manifeft teftimony of the 
coming of Jefus-Chrift to judge him. 

For, the myftery of iniquity does already work. 

In order to have a right notion of thefe words, 
we muft examine what St. Paul means by iniqui= 
ty, and the myftery. 

As to the firft, we find in the Greek a word, 
Which properly fignifies #/egality, or a courfe of 
life very inconfifent with the Law. For, it " 
ufu- 
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ufual with the Jews to boaft of the Law, and 
to place Religion in it. When therefore our 
Apolt! e goes about to accufe them, he calls them 
avouss, illegal, that is; men without Law, and 
their pretended Religion dvoutas, tegality, that 
is, a Rel ligion without Law. By that word, 
- means all the malice and impiety of the Jews, 
lich Chrift and his Apoftles defcribe all over 
the New Teftament, w/z. the rejection of Chrift, 
the hatred of the Gofoel, mm death of Jefus- 
Chrift and his Apoftles, the perfecution of the 
Chriftians, the feduction or the Faithful, &c. 

This is what St. Paul means by the word ini- 
quity. 

But what myfery does he {peak of, which doth 
already work ¢ The word myfery in the New 
Teftament feldom or never fignifies things that 
concern the Faith, but rather the flate of a thing 
concetled aud unknown to jome perjonsy and parti- 
ciulavly the severe pone vents veady to fal upon 
the ag ViZ. ive acitruct: on of Fudailia : which 


the Apoftles frequent'y io by the word 7y- 


fiery. ‘This is the my ftery which our Lord de- 


plores at his laft coming to Jerufalen : If thou 
hadi known, even tor, at leaft in this thy day, 
the things which Lelong unto thy peace! But now 

they are hid from thre eyes. Luke xix. 42. 
That myfery doth already work, fays the Apo- 
{tle ; that is, the righteous God is preparing to 
take vengeance of the Jews ; and fome of their 
punifhments begin already to be public. For, 
God made ufe of feveral degrees of punifhment 
againft the Jews. Fo/ephus defcribes them in his 
Hiftory of the Jewifh wars, viz. the famine and 
the plague, which ravaged the country before 
the fiege of Feru/alem, revolts, and civil wars, 
which 
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which undermined by degrees that famous City, 
till it was wholly deftroyec, end the Republic 
overthrown by the Romans. ‘This is what the 
Apoftle means by faying, that the wmpjiery of int- 
guity doth already work. 

And to account for that longanimity of God 
in difplaying his punifhments, ne auas : 

Ouly be who now letteth, will let, until be be 
taken out of the way. 

St. Paul {peaks again of himfelf, as he does 
inthe 6. verfe. For ’twas he, who by his vigi- 
lance and intreaties difappointed the artifices and 
endeavours of the Jews to feduce the Chrifti- 
ans; and therefore he fays that the Apoftafy 
would be prevented, and the deftruction of the 
Jewifh people put off, till he himfelf fhould 
die. : 

And then fhall that wicked be revealed: (the 
man without law, &vopG.) 

That is, after my death, the Apoftafy which 
Ihave hitherto prevented, will happen ; and 
after that Apoftafy, the impious Jew fhall be 
revealed, that is, fhall be expofed to the public 
view by a public punifhment. 


This is the Sentence pronounced againft the 
Jews, or Autichrif?. Which the Apoftle makes 
{till clearer, by adding: 


Whom the Lord foall confume with the breath of 
bis mouth. | 


By the breath of Chrift’s mouth, he means 
his refolution of taking vengeance of the Jews, 
Who were his enemies, and the perfecutors of 
his name. According to that decree, fays the 
Apoftle, he will kill his enemy Cérewey, the Jew 
Without law. ) 


St. Paul 
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St. Paul goes on: And fhall deftroy him with 
the brightue/s of bis coming. 

The brightnefs of the Coming of Chrift js 
nothing elfe but his glorious judgment againft 
the Jews. For, the Coming of God, according 
to the ftyle of the Old and New Teftament, is 
nothing elfe but the manifeftation or execution 
of his judgment, as we have already obferved 
above. 

But, the better to fhow that the Jews deferved 
fuch a punifhment, St. Paul does very well de- 
fcribe their character, by faying : 

Him fhall be deftroy, whofe coming is after the 
workiig of Satan. 

The impiety of the Jews is here defcribed 
with the moft lively colours, their works being 
compared to thofe of Satan, whom they refem- 
bled chiefly by their hatred againft Chrift and 
his Church, which they endeavoured to deftroy, 
and by their deceits, and the violence of their 
perfecutions. And therefore St. Paul adds : 

With all power, and figus, and lying wonders. 

This is the fame thing that was foretold by 
our Lord, Matt. xxiv. and elfewhere, viz. that 
the Jews and their Emiffaries would work mira- 
cles and prodigies, to impofe upon the Chrifti- 
ans, to bring them off from Chrift, and make 
them embrace their fuperftition. Our modern 
Jews boaft ftill in their writings, that their an- 
ceftors were very powerful in fuch wonderful 
things. 

Aud with all deceivablenefs of unrighteon/ire)s, 
Zit them that perifh. 

The Apoitle means by thofe words the wick- 
ed devices of the Jews, whereby they frighted 
their brethren, to prevent their converfion, and 
made the Chriftians relapfe into Judaifm. He 

pities 
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pities alfo thofe unhappy men, who either by 
perfifting in their impiety, or by their return 
into Judaifm, ran themlelves into perdition. Here 
follows the reafon of it. 

Becauje they rececved not the love of the truth, 
that they might be faved. Aud for this caufe, God 
foal fend them firong delufions, that they foould be- 
lieve a lie. 

In thefe words the Apoftle foretells, that by 
reafon of the obftinacy of the Jews, there will 
be no hopes of their converfion ; and that God 
will fuffer the falle Teachers among the Jews to 
compafs their defign, v7z. to confirm them in 
their impiety, or to oblige others to embrace 
again the falfe doctrine of the Jews. 

St. Paul concludes with thefe words : 

That they all might be damued, who believed 
not the truth, (the do€trine of the Gofpel) but 
bad pleafure in unrighteoufne/s, (who have per- 
fifted in Judaifm, or relapfed into it. ) 

"Tis therefore evident, that this famous paf- 
fage of St. Paul relates only to the Jews, whofe 
obftinacy, and implacable hatred againft Chrift 
and his followers he defcribes, and alfo the 
punifhment which they deferved, and which was 
difplaid upon them, by the entire deftru€tion 
of their Republic. Now, it will be very eafy 
to underftand the other paflages of St. Paul and 
the other Apoftles, wherein mention is made of 
the Enemy of Chrift, or Autichrif?. For, as all 
the Apoftles had the fame function and the fame 
care, all of them endeavoured to preferve the 
Chriftian doétrine, and to prevent the new Con- 
Verts trom being feduced by the Jews. 


St. Joun, in his firft Epiftle, Chap. ii. v. 18. 
warns the Chriftians with the fame zeal, to pre- 
vent 
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vent their Apoftafy, and relapfe into Judaifm. 
Here follows a fhort explication of that part of 
the Epiftle. 


Little children, this is the laft time. 


The laft time, according to the ftyle of the A- 
poftles, does frequently denote the ftate of the 
Republic of the Fews, whofe deftruction was 
then near at hand. St. Fobn means here that 
deftruction, which perhaps he faw afterwards. 


And as ye have heard that Autichrift hall come, 
even now are there many Antichrifis ; whereby we 
know that it is the laft time. 

You have heard, {ays the Apoftle, both from 
me, (who learned it of the Fews, in whofe 
Schools I was bred up, and of our Lord, who 
foretold it a hundred times, Matt. xxiv. and 
elfewhere) and from Paul and the other A- 
poftles, who were informed of it by Chrift, and 
confirmed in it by Experience, that Autichrift or 
the Enemy of Chrift is to come. 

The words to come fignify here the fame, as 
to appear in public. When therefore the Apo- 
{tle fays, Antichrifi is to come, “tis the fame 
thing, as if he had faid, Autichrif?, or the E- 
nemy of Chrift, will rife up againft him and his 
Church. 


Even now there are many Antichrifts. 


The expectation of our forefathers, fays the 
Apoftle, and the prediction of an Autichrift by 
our Lord, have not been vain, but are fuffici- 
ently fulfilled. For, there are already a great 
many Adverfaries of Chrift. He does not {ay 
here, who thofe Enemies are ; but he does it 
foon after, and defcribes them at large, For, 
having inferred from the unhappy flace co which 
thie 
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the Church was reduced by the enemies of Chrift, 
that this was the laft time of the Jews, and that 
their deftruction was near at hand ; he com- 
plains afterwards, in the 19 verte, of the Anos 
ftaly of many Chriftians, who were relapfed in- 
to Judaifin, which he defcribes in the 22 verfe. 

Who is a liar € (Who is the Adverfary of 
Chrift, and oppofes his do€irine?) but be that 
denieth that Fefus is the Chri, or the true Mef- 
fas ? 

Who were they, but the Jews, who expected 
a Meffias, or Chri/? 3 and having him in the per- 
fon of Fe/us, rejected him ? For which the fame 
Apoftle upbraids them in the I. Chapter of his 
Gofvel. And they did not only reject him, but 
alfo perfecute him, and put him to death, and 
oppofed his dodtrine in their Schools. In a 
word, they denied that Fe/us was the true Ae/- 
fias, or the true Cdri/?, and perfecuted thofe who 
acknowledged him to be the Meffias. And there- 
fore the denying, mentioned by St. John, is not 
amere denying that Zefus is the A©effias, but 
moreover a public impugnation and confutation, 
and even a cruel perfecution of thofe, who be- 
lieved in him. And therefore, to explain the 
Matter more clearly, St. John adds : 

He is Autichrift, that denieth the Father and 
the Son. 

This defcription of the Jews, who rejected 
our Lord Jefus-Chrift, is like that which he him- 
felf made in many of his Sermons, painting them 
with the fame colours. St. John gives an in- 
lance of it in the viii Chapter of his Gofpel, 
verfe 19. 

Ye neither Ruow me, fays our Lord, mor my 
Father : if ye bad known me, ye foould bave knows 
wy Father alfo. And in the 44. verfe, Ye are of. 

SEPTEMBER 1726. N your 


3 ae = atee 


——— 


— 



















_ 


Nl ls i SAM cl a at alts 


~” 


oe 3 
z 7 © tones ee a & = » af Ls ay 4 7 se ae a cat a ae >. : a " ae ~ - , ” 
Oe Le ek eee Bierman uh gis sy a mene ree 


- ie * i 


so 
Fin 


es a 
ie 


— 
ed * 
~ 


cae 7 
a wae 


Se Se tenet 
dine 


s 
ha 
> 2 er 


“Rio Be? 


— 


SA SS ie SR es Qe 2a . eee Ata tae ne Re Gl ee 
oe Wie iy aes “ baie ” P che aa " wee i a* * + git PASS Fi, iy 
e ome re Set . m om Ou dy + Ss “ - -? i he cs ; e ® 


o lgarcia. ager. 5 
s ¥ . " A 


eRai s, eS 

























198 New MEMOIRS Arr. 30, 


your Father the Devil, &c Which clearly proves 
that St. John meant only the Jews, who would 
not acknowledge Fe/us to be the true Meffias, 
nor confequently receive his benefits, efpecially 
eternal life, which the Father has promifed in 
his Son Jefus-Chrift. 

Look alfo upon the iv. Chapter of the fame 
Epiftle of St. John, verf. 1, 2, 3. 5 and you will 
find there the fame thing. For, he cautions the 
Chriftians againft the falfe Teachers, whofe de- 
ceits were much to be feared. 'Thofe falfe 
‘Teachers were Jews, and left nothing - unat. 
tempted to promote Judaifm. Wherefore St, 
John warns the Chriftians to beware of them; 
and that they might do it the more eafily, he 
adds the following character, whereby thofe 
Teachers might be difcerned from others. 


Hereby know ye that a Spirit is of God ; that . 


is, a true Teacher, not a Seducer, not a Jew, 
but a Chriftian. Every Spirit (every Teacher) 
that confeffeth that fefus Chrifi is come in the fleh, 
Cor is born) is of God. Which is the funda- 
mental do¢trine of Chriftians, dire@tly oppofite 
to that of the Jews ; for, the Jews openly de- 
nied that the Meffias was come, or even born; 
and that Fe/us was the Meffias. 

But every Spirit, or Teacher, that confeffeth 
not that Fefus Chri is come in the flefh, is not 
of God, and confequently is a Seducer, or a falfe 
Prophet ; and this is that Spirit of Anticbrif, 
aubereof you have beard that it foould come ; and 
even now already is it in the world: that is, it 
fhows itfelf openly by the general oppofition of 
the Jews againft the Chriftians. 

Laftly, The whole Revelation of St. Jobn is 
only a defcription of the hatred of the Jews 
egainft Chrift and his Church, and of their jut 

: I punith- 
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punifhment, as far as the deftruction of Jerufa- 
lem and the Jewifh Republic: So that the Hi- 
ftory of Fofephus, concerning the ruin of that 
City and the difperfion of the Jews, is the beft 


Commentary upon the Apocalyp/e. 


(°° This Differtation is written in a carelefs and 
“ yery uncorrect French ftyle: and perhaps my 
 tranflation favours of that uncorreétnefs. The 
« reading of this Piece, which I do not approve 
“in all its parts, has confirmed me in my opi- 
“S nion, that we are far from having a fufficient 
“number of good obfervations upon the holy 
“ Scripture. The fenfe of the Sacred Writings 
‘6 (I {peak it with grief) wants ftill to be clear- 
“ ed in a great many places. One would think, 
“ critical Divines are affaid of meddling with 
“ the Bible ; and that it is the reafon why they 
“ rather chufe to write Notes upon the Clatfic 
“ Authors. *Tis pity, it fhould be fo. ‘There 
“ is upon this fubject an admirable paffige in 
“ theBook intitled : The difficulties and di/courages 
“ ments, which attend the fiudy of the Scriptures 
“in the way of private judgment, &c. ‘That 
“ Book (to fay fo by the by) is perhaps the 
“ moft excellent Antidote againft Perfecution, 
“ that ever was publifhed ; and ’tis upon this 
account, that I tranflated the greateft part of 
“ that Work into French, and inferted it in 
“ the firft Volume of the Bibliotheque Angloi[e, 
“in hopes that it might have a good effect 
“ among the Roman Catholics beyond Sea, and 
“ infpire them with a Chriftian moderation. 
“I have been the more willing to publifh 
this Differtation upon Antichrif#, becaufe a 
Gentleman of great probity and learning, who 
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“° loves me very well, asked me about ten months 


€ 


* ago, why I had not printed it. 


“© There is a remarkable paffage relating to 


Antichrif? in the former Memoirs of Litera- 


‘ ture. See the word Antichrif? in the Index. 
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What paffed in the Synod of Dort between 
the Englifh Deputies and the other Members 
of that Affembly, in relation to Antichrif, 
is alfo worth reading in the Abridgment of 
Gerard Brandt’s Hiftory of the Reformation in 
the Low-Countries, pag. 506, and 508. ) 





ARTICLE XXXI. 


JoHANNIS Confratris & Monachi Glafto- 


nienfis Chronica, five Hiftoria de rebus 
Glaftonienfibus. E codice MS. mem- 
braneo antiquo defcripfit ediditq; ‘THo. 
HEARNIUS. Qui & ex eodem codice 
hiftoriolam de antiquitate & augmen- 
tatione vetufte Ecclefie §, Marie Gla- 
ftonienfis premifit, multaque excerpt 
€ Richardi Beere (Abbatis Glaftonicnfis) 
Terrario hujus coenobii fubjecit. Ac- 
cedunt quedam, eodem {pectantia, ex 
egrezio MS, nobilcum comimunicato 2) 
Alui- 
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Amicis eruditis Cantabrigienfibus, ut 
& Appendix, in qua, inter alia, de S. 
Ignatii Epiftolarum Codice Mediceo, & 
de Fobannis Dee, Mathematici celeber- 
rimi, Vita atque fcriptis agitur. Duo- 
bus Voluminibus. Oxonil, é Theatro 
Sheldoniano, 1726. 


That is, 


THE CHRONICLE or Hiftory of the 
Abbey of GLASTONBURY, written by 
JoHN 2 Monk of that Abbey, and pub- 
lied from an antient Manufcript by 
THyomas HEARNE, &c. In two Vo- 
lumes. Oxford. 1726. in 8vo. pagg. 659. 
befides the Preface. 


ANY people talk of the Reformation of 
Religion in the fixteenth Century ; but 

every body is not fufficiently fenfible of the difs 
ficulty of that important Work. It is one of 
the moft furprifing events, that have happened in 
thefe latter Ages ; nor could that Reformation 
fucceed, even in England, without the death of 
a great multitude of Martyrs, for whofe memo- 
ry we fhould have the greateft veneration. I 
cannot tell whether there was more honefty in 
thofe times, than there is now ; but our Ance- 
ors in the fixteenth Century were certainly 
more zealous than we are. The Reformation 
occafioned the fuppreffion of the Monaftertes ; 
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ae 


and fome believe that a better ufe might have 
been made of part of the revenues of the Abbey- 
lands. The Hiftory of thofe antient and rich 
Abbeys is a piece of curiofity ; and therefore 
Mr. Hearne has done a thing acceptable to the 
Public, in printing the Chronicle of the famous 
Abbey of Glaftoubury in Somerfetthire, written 
by a Monk of that Abbey. When I confider 
that the Monkifh way of writing is very tedious, 
I with that learned Antiquary would be pleafed 
to give us the Hiftory of the moft celebrated 
Abbeys, in a fine Englifh ftyle. But I wiil by 
no means infift upon this thought, though it 
feems to me that a polite Englifh Hiftory of the 
moft famous Abbeys in England, containing no- 
thing but what is material and curious, and writ- 
ten without fuperftition, would be more agree- 
able to the Public, and have a much greater 
number of Readers. 

Mr. Hearne does very much commend Fobn 
of Glajtonbury. That Writer followed William 
of Ma/lmes)ury, from the year 63. to the year 
1126, and then Adam de Domerham, a Monk of 
Glafonbury, from that year to 1290: and from 
that time, he continued the Hiftory as far as the 
year 1400, or thereabouts ; fo that what follows 
in the Manufcript, muft have been written by 
another hand. He fays, that he has added ma- 
ny things to the Work of Wiliam of Malme/- 
bury, and contracted that of Adam de Domer- 
bam. 

‘That Monk was very credulous. He gravely 
tells us, that the Apoftle St. Philip fent twelve 
Difciples into Britain, who lay buried at G/afon- 
bury, and that ‘Fofeph of Arimathea was the firlt 
ef thofe Difciples. 


There 
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There was a prodigious number of Relics in 


the Abbey of G/affonbury, and thefe among o- 
thers. <A piece of Rache/’s fepulchre. A piece 
of the Altar of Mofes. <A piece of Mo/es’s 
Rod. A portion of the Manua of the Ifraelites. 
A piece of the fepulchre of the Prophet I/aiab. 
Some Relics of the Prophet Daie/. Some Re- 
lics of. the three Children, who were thrown 
into a fiery furnace. Some of the Gold which 
the Wife Men offered to our Lord. A piece of 
one of the Pots, out of which Chrift changed 
water into wine.- Some of thofe Stones, of 
which the Devil faid to Fefus: Command that 
thefe ftones be made bread. Some of the Bread 
with which Chrift fed the hungry multitude. A 
piece of the Garment which Herod made Jefus- 
Chrift put on. The middle-joint of the Fore- 
finger of St. Fobn the Baptif?. A portion of 
St. Paui’s Beard. I omit all the Bones of the 
Apoftles. Some of the Hair of St. Mary Mag- 
dalen. De reliquiis Santte Sapiencie & filiarune 
ejus, Fidet, Spei €9 Caritatis. 


A Journalift may be allowed to take notice of ~ 


Relics, when they are very curious and uncom- 
mon. ‘The Monks of Glaftonbury were refolved 
to be well ftored with Relics of the Apoftles, 
and of all the moft eminent Saints and Confef- 
fors : it was a profitable contrivance. They had 
but few Relics of the Old Teftament ; but thofe 
Relics were very well chofen. I have feen in 
Germany and Italy very extraordinary Relics ; 
but I quickly grew weary of that fight. 

I fhall mention but one miracle among thofe 
that are afcribed to Crucifixes, and Images of 
the holy Virgin. A certain Monk, named Ai/f, 
ufed to go by a very venerable Crucifix, covered 
with gold and filver, without bowing to it. But 
N 4 one 
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one day he thought fit to make a bow. The 
Crucifix fpoke to him then, and told him : Now 
too late, Atifi: now too late, Ailft. Whereupon 
the Monk fell down, and died immediately. [| 
refer to the Book thole Readers, who defire to 
have a full knowledge of it. But I muft not 
forget to obferve, that becaufe the Abbey was 
fituated in a very cold place, Pope Inneceut IV. 
gave the Monks leave to officiate with their 
Caps on, 


Next to the Chronicle of Glaffondury, Mr. 
Hearne has publifhed the following pieces. 

Excerpta ¢ Richardi Beere Lerravio Ceuobii 
Glaftonienfis. 

Confuetudo Luminarit feu Cerecrum in Ecclefia 
Glafontenfi per Sacriftam loct ad divinuim officium 
exbibendoruit. 

Grants, &c. to the Monaftery of Claffoue 
bury. 

A curlous Catalogue of the Library of that 
Abbey in the year 124”. 

Religuie fatre Glaftonienfis Ecclefiez. Thefe 
Relics are much the fame as thofe that are 
mentioned in the Chronicle. 


The Appendix, inferted at the end of the fe- 
cond Volume, confifts of the following Arti- 
cles. 

I. Dr. Charlett’s Letter to Archbifhop Teni- 
fon, concerning the death of Mr. Anthony 4 
Wood. 

Il. Amiciffimi doctiffimigue Viri Thome Smi- 
thi, S. 7. P. Epificle due, de §. Ignatii Epife- 
Farum Codice MS. Mediceo ; und cum V. Cl. Foe 
baunis Ledgardi eadcm de re obfervationibus. 


Dr. 
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Dr. Smith writ thofe Letters to Mr. Hearne. 
The following Lines have been prefixed to 
them. 


‘© Good Mr. Hearne and my trufty Friend. . 


“ Thefe two Letters, with Mr. Ledgar’s pa- 

“ pers, you muft preferve moft carefully, and " 
“¢ print them fome time or other, tho’ it bee 7 
“¢ veares hence— otherwife put them into 
“ the hand of fome trufty Friend, who will do 
& mee this piece of juftice and fervice”. ) 
T. S. 


When I read thefe lines, I thought Dr. Smith’s 
Letters were a fort of myftery ; but it was a 
miftake. They are dated from Weftminfter, 
March 3. 1708, and Odtob. 25. 1709. In the : 
firft, Dr. Smith fhows, that the Manufcript of | 
St. Ignatius’s Epiftles, in the Library of the | 
Great Duke of Tufcany, is very uncorreét and 
faulty ; and gives feveral inftances of it, from 
the collation of Mr. Ledgar. In the fecond 
Letter, Dr. Smith informs Mr. Hearne, that in 
the year 1677, Dr. Pearfou, Bifhop Fe# and 
Dr. Lloyd, at that time Dean of Bangor, pro- 
pofed to fend him into Greece, Anatolia and 
Egypt, to fearch for another copy of St. Igna- 
tius’s Epiftles, and feveral Works of the antient 
Fathers, not yet difcovered. But Dr. Smith did 
not think fit to undertake fuch a Journey, for 
* ( fome reafons mentioned by him. Thofe Let- 
ters are followed by Mr. Ledgar’s Collation of 
the Florentin Manufcript of St. Iguzatius’s Epi- 
' {les with the Edition of J/aac Voffius. 
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Ill, IV. The two next Articles contain the i eae 
following pieces relating to Foi Dee, a confi- ee 
: derable Mathematician. 
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His Supplication to Queen Mary, for the re. 
covery and prefervation of antient Writers and 
Monuments. 

A large Account of his ftudious life for the 
{pace of fifty years, and of the damages he had 
fuftained ; written by himfelf, and delivered in 
1592 to two Commiflioners appointed by Queen 
Elizabeth to go to his houfe and examine that 
account. 

Fohn Dee commends himfelf to the higheft 
degree in that account of his ftudies: he repre- 
fents himfelf as a Hero in the Commonwealth 
of Learning. ‘That Mathematician obtained a 
gratification from Queen Elizabeth. 


V. A fragment of an old Calendar. 


VI. A Paper relating to the Manour of 4j- 
bury, which belonged to Glaftonbury-Abbey. 


VII. Fragmentum biftoricum de Eadrico, &c. 


VIII. Nota, ad bellum de Bannokburne perti- 
nens, ¢ Boweri Additionibus ad Fobannem Fordu- 
num, penes nobiliffimum Comitent Oxonienfem, 
L XEh C. XK. 


IX. The Privilege above mentioned : Judul- 
gentia de utendis pillets. 


The Appendix is attended with an Index, and 
a Catalogue of all the Books publifhed by 
Mr. Hearne. He printed in the year 11703, 
Some Remains of Sir Thomas Bodley ; and he 
gives us now fome other Letters of that Gen- 
tleman, taken from the Regifter of the Héufe 
of Convocation at Oxford. Thofe Letters have 
been inferted in the Catalogue, next to the Ti- 
tle juft now mentioned ; and alfo three Letters 
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of Queen Elizabeth, relating to Sir Thomas Bod- 
Jey, another Letter of the fame Gentleman, and 
one of Sir Henry Saville. The Letters of Sir 
Thomas Bodley concern the public Library of the 
Univerfity of Oxford. 


Mr. Hearne is an indefatigable Antiquary ; 
and among his valuable qualifications, he ought 
particularly to be commended for his great exa&t- 
nefs. He is now printing, from an antient Ma- 
nufcript in the Library of Trinity-College in 
Cambridge, Adami de Domerbam Hiftoria de re~ 
bus geftis Glaftonienfibus, batienus inedita. 





ARTICLE XXXII. 


Extract of a Letter written from Brett 
by Mr. DESLANDES, Commiffary of the 
Marine, and Member of the Royal Aca- 


demy of Sciences, concerning the formation 


of new Iflands. 


This Article bas been communicated to the Authors 
of the Memoirs of Trevoux. 


n the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences for the years 1721 and 1722, men- 
tion is made of the new Ifland formed between 
the Ifles of Tercera and St. Michael, in the month 
of November 1720. According to the = Re- 
ations 
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lations which I have received, there remains no 
veftige of that Ifland: it is wholly deftroyed, 
It was formed after a long and violent tempeft, 
The Sea opened then, role up, and afterwards 
got into fubterranean vaults : which occafioned 
a fufpicion of an earthquake at the bottom of 
the Sea. Philofophers know that fuch earth- 
quakes are not uncommon, and that they pro- 
ceed from fubterranean fires, which are fome- 
times kindled with greater {wiftnefs, and can- 
not be kept down by the whole weight of the 
Sea. One muft not believe that the Ifland, jutt 
now mentioned, confifted of earth, or any thing 
like it. It was only a heap of light ftones, of 
a greyifh colour, with fome red in it, which 
feemed to have been calcinated in the fire. They 
were heaped up one upon another, and eafily 
came off at every furge. I have been prefented 
with many of thofe ftones, which I keep in my 
cabinet. 

For above 150 leagues, the whole Sea happen- 
ed to be covered with fuch ftones, but much 
{maller and blacker. Many of the King’s Ships, 
that feemed to fail with fafety, were all of a 
fudden furrounded with them, and no reafon 
could be given of fuch an extraordinary thing. 
The Officers of the Griffin, which was then re- 
turning from Martinico into France, gave me a 
fack full of thofe ftones. They affirmed to me, 
that for the fpace of fix or feven days, the Sea 
feemed to bubbie up, and that the air was 
peftered with a fulphurous and unwholefome 
{mell. 

Such a furprifing and unexpected event gave 
me occafion to make many reflexions ; and I 
hope, fome of them will appear new, . 
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"Tis certain that Iflands did not come out of 
the Sea, as the Poets believed ; but that they 
have been feparated from the Continent : which 
happened by feveral accidents, as Dr. Burnet, 
Dr. Woodward, and Dr. Scheuchzer have fhow- 
ed: fo they call deluges and earthquakes. To 
which I add the violence of the Sea, which 
has by degrees undermined the Land, and divi- 
ded ridges of rocks. 

The Antients, who have been pretty fuccef- 
ful in their enquiries about the various changes 
which have happened to the furface of our Globe, 
believed that all Iflands had been Peuinfulas be- 
fore ; as it appears from many paflages in the 
antient Geographers, efpecially thofe who have 
been printed in the Collection of Oxford. The 
Ifles of Rhodes and Delos only were fuppofed 
to have fuddenly fprung up from the Sea ; but 
it was a fabulous tradition. Péndar calls them 
the daughters of the Sea, the unmoveable miracle 
of waters. 

Though it be likely that all Iflands were for- 
merly Penin/ulas ; yet one might raife fome dif- 
ficulties againft that opinion of the antient Geo- 
graphers, in relation to fome Iflands, which 
were unknown to them, and have not:been dif= 
covered by the Moderns till after long and dan- 
gerous navigations. Such is the Ifle of St. He- 
ih which lies above 300 leagues from any 
and. 

Grotius has proved, that in the moft antient 
times, all the Sea-coafts were called Iflands ; 
and the beft Interpreters put fuch a fenfe upon 
the pafiage in the tenth Chapter of Gevefis, 
Where it is faid that the Sons of Noab divided 
among themfelves the J//es of the nations. Tis 
likely that the Sea-coafts were firft inhabited, as 
well 
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well as the banks of rivers. It was only in 
procefs of time, that men being more nume. 
rous and unfociable, advanced into the in- 
fand. 

Befides thofe Iflands which are ftable, there 
are floating ones, which are only a heap of roots 
and ftumps of trees, mixed with fome earth, 
and united by the vifcofity of the Sea-water, 
Thofe Iflands don’t laft above fome years, A 
Canon of Yournay publifhed upon that fubject a 
curious Book, intitled : Zerra €&9 Aqua, feu Ter- 
re fiuttuantes. Tornact. 1633. 

There is another fort of Iflands, which are 
formed after long and violent ftorms. Seneca 
{peaks of them learnedly in his natural Quefti- 
ons, and fhows how fuch an Ifland was raifed 
in the 4gean Sea. °Tis almoft the fame de- 
{cription as that of the Ifle of Santorini, for 
which we are indebted to the Miffionaries Je- 
fuits. Natural Philofophy is happily improved 
by the conquefts of Religion. Such Iflands are 
formed upon the coafts of Bretagne almoft eve- 
ry year : which happens chiefly from December 
to May. | 

I explain that formation in the following 
manner. ‘There are certainly at the bottom of 
the Sea, efpecially where it is fixty or ninety 
fathoms deep, ftony concretions, which grow 
by degrees, and look at a diftance much like 
colly-flowers. When thofe concretions have at- 
tained to fome maturity, they come off from 
the bottom of the Sea, and afcend to its furs 
face: it muft he after fome violent tempeft. 
Thole concretions are frequently difperfed, and 
{eparated one from another, and take up a great 
{fpace. But they are oftner united, and - 

vilco- 
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fcofity of the Sea-water faftens them toge- 
br, Which occafions a fort of Iflands, or 
tains afh-coloured. I have feen fuch I+ 
many times in the Road, and even in 
ort of Bre/f?, which lafted whole weeks, 
en, vanifhed away, without leaving any 

of them. 
requently happens, when Ships return in 
into the Ports of Bretagne, that the Of- 
of the Admiralty are informed that new 
ds have been feen. Thofe Iflands foon after 

o longer to be found. 

One of our moft experienced Captains dif- 
ered, in 1720, fuch an Ifland even with the 
It lay in 43. deg. 20. min. of North La- 
ude. The Captain’s report made a great 
pife ; and Pilots were fent to know whether 
was a new Sand. ‘Thofe Pilots found a good 

ottom every where : as for the Ifland, it was 
anifhed away. 
I could relate many fuch Hiftories concern- 
g the mew Ifle of <A/cenfion, to the South of 
he Cape of Good Hope ; the Gold-I/lands, on 
he coaft of Chili ; the Green Ifland, at the 
trance of the Gulph of St. Laurence, &c. ; 
but it would carry me too far. I fhali only fay, 
that the old Sea-Charts fhow a great many I- 
lands, no longer to be found ; and therefore it 
is inconvenient to fail by thofe Charts. 

I fufpeéted at firft that thofe ftony concre- 
tions might be true Sea-plants, and that they 
were to be referred to the Clafs of thofe which 
Mr. Youruefort calls Plaates-pierres. What feem- 
ed to confirm that opinion, is, that they have 
fome refemblance with ftony mufhrooms, where- 
of two or three different forts are to be found 

upon 
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well as the banks of rivers. It was only in 
procefs of time, that men being more nume.- 
rous and unfociable, advanced into the in- 
fand. 

Befides thofe Iflands which are ftable, there 
are floating ones, which are only a heap of roots 
and ftumps of trees, mixed with fome earth, 
and united by the vifcofity of the Sea-water, 
Thofe Iflands don’t laft above fome years, A 
Canon of Yournay publifhed upon that fubjeé a 
curious Book, intitled : Zerra & Aqua, fen Ter- 
re fiuttuantes. Tornact. 1633. 

There is another fort of Iflands, which are 
formed after long and violent ftorms. Seneca 
fpeaks of them learnedly in his natural Quefti- 
ons, and fhows how fuch an Ifland was raifed 
in the Agean Sea. °Tis almoft the fame de- 
fcription as that of the Ifle of Santorini, for 
which we are indebted to the Miffionaries Je- 
fuits. Natural Philofophy is happily improved 
by the conquefts of Religion. Such Iflands are 
formed upon the coafts of Bretagne almoft eve- 
ry year : which happens chiefly from December 
to May. 3 

I explain that formation in the following 
manner. ‘There are certainly at the bottom of 
the Sea, efpecially where it is fixty or ninety 
fathoms deep, ftony concretions, which grow 
by degrees, and look at a diftance much like 
colly-flowers. When thofe concretions have at- 
tained to fome maturity, they come off from 
the bottom of the Sea, and afcend to its furs 
face: it muft he after fome violent tempeft. 
Thofe concretions are frequently difperfed, and 
feparated one from another, and take up a great 
{pace. But they are oftner united, and ba 
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vifcofity of the Sea-water faftens them toge- 
ther. Which occafions a fort of Iflands, or 
mountains afh-coloured. I have feen fuch I- 
flands many times in the Road, and even in 
the Port of Bref#, which lafted whole weeks, 
and then, vanifhed away, without leaving any 
track of them. 

It frequently happens, when Ships return in 
winter into the Ports of Bretagne, that the Of 
ficers of the Admiralty are informed that new 
Iflands have been feen. Thofe Iflands foon after 
are no longer to be found. 

One of our moft experienced Captains dif- 
covered, in 1720, fuch an Ifland even with the 
Sea. It lay in 43. deg. 20. min. of North La- 
titude. The Captain’s report made a great 
noife ; and Pilots were fent to know whether 
it was a new Sand. ‘Thofe Pilots found a good 
bottom every where : as for the Ifland, it was 
vanifhed away. 

I could relate many fuch Hiftories concern- 
ing the new Ifle of A/cenfion, to the South of 
the Cape of Good Hope ; the Gold-I/lands, on 
the coaft of Chili ; the Green I/land, at the 
entrance of the Gulph of St. Laurence, &c. ; 
but it would carry me too far. I fhall only fay, 
that the old Sea-Charts fhow a great many I- 
flands, no longer to be found ; and therefore it 
is inconvenient to fail by thofe Charts. 

I fufpected at firft that thofe ftony concre- 
tions might be true Sea-plants, and that the 
were to be referred to the Clafs of thofe which 
Mr. Touruefort calls Plantes-pierres. What feem- 
ed to confirm that opinion, is, that they have 
fome refemblance with {tony mufhrooms, where- 
of two or three different forts are to be found 
upon 
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upon our coafts. But I quickly changed my 
opinion. The ftony mufhrooms are hard and 
compact bodies, which cannot be broken with- 
out a hammer: whereas thofe ftony concretions 
are friable. Befides, Sea-mufhrooms confift of 
a great many {mall ramifications, not much un- 
like a branch of fern: but thofe concretions are 
only a heap of {mall bodies joined together, 
with great vacuities between them ; and there- 
fore they may eafily be feparated one from ano- 
ther, like the drofs of iron. 

There is at St. Domingo, and in ‘Jamaica, a 
fort of white Afadrepora, very like a colly-flow- 
er. I don’t believe it has been mentioned yet 
by any Botanift. It might be called Madrepora 
alba, punttata, brafficam caulifloram referens. 



















( A very curious account of the new Ifland, meu- 
tioned in the beginning of this Letter, may be 
{cen in the Philofophical Tranfa€tions for the year 
1722. N°. 372. Art. ITI.) 










ARTICLE XXXII. 


LeETTRES de MARIE RABUTIN-CHAN- 
TAL Marquife de SEVIGNE, 4 Madame 
la Comtefle de GRIGNAN fa Fille. 
1726, 















That 1s, 


LETTERS of the Marchionefs of SEVIGNE 
to the Countefs of GRIGNAN ber Daugh- 
+ Leh. 












































Art. 33. of LITERATURE 
ter. 1726. Two Volumes in 12° page. 
381 X 324. 


rFouese Letters have been printed at Paris, 
it and fuppreffed, if I am not mifinformed. 
There are 134 written to the Countefs of Grig- 
wait, from the month of February 1671, to A- 
pril 1690. Four other Letters have been pre- 
; fixed to the firft Volume: they were written by 
the fame Lady to M. de Colauges, in December 
1670, about a marriage defigned at the Court 
of France, which made a very great noife, and 
was broke in a few days. Madam de Sevigud 
was already famous for feveral Letters of ber 
own, publifhed in the two firft Volumes of thoi¢ 
of Count de Buffy. Her new Letters, which 
make the fubject of this Article, are written 
in‘a carelets ftyle ; 3 but they are fo natural, fo 
ingenious and entertaining, that few Letters con 
be compared to them in thoie feveral refpedts. 
Befides, they contain many curious particulars, 
never before publifhed. Madam de Sevigu/ writ 
to her Daughter in a familiar way, and in great 
confidence, never thinking that her J.etters 
would be printed in time. The Countefs of 
Grignan anfwered conftantly all thofe Letters ; 
and if her anfwers had been printed, the Let- 
= of her mother would be intelligible in ma- 
ny places, which appear very obfcure for want 
of fuch a key. 

After this general notion of Madam de Se- 
vigné’s Letters, I fhall extract fome paffages out 
of “them, to fatisfy the curiofity of the Readers 
in a more particular manner, as much as I can 
do it by a tranflation. 





SEPTEMBER 1726. O 2." You 
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1. * You write to me admirable things about 
“© your ceremonies of Corpus-Cbrifit day : (Cat 
“© “4ix in Provence) they are fo profane, that I 
*¢ cannot apprehend how your holy Archbifhop 
“ (Cardinal Grimaldi) can bear them. °Tis 
© true, he is an Italian; and that mode comes 
*¢ from his country”. (Letter 24, June 21. 


1671.) 


2. It has been faid in the Abridgment of Ge- 
yard Braudt’s Hiftory of the Reformation in the 
Low-Countries, page 94, that fome French Pro- 
teftant Peafants being examined about Religion 
in the prefence of the Lord Mayor of London, 
and being asked how many Sacraments there 
are, anfwered : Lhree ; the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. It is further faid in the fame 
place: “* If the Proteftant Peafants have a {mall 
“ infight into Religion, what fhall we think of 
«© the Roman-Catholic Peafants in France, Ita- 
*¢ ly and Spain ? If they were examined, they 
“ would fay ftrange things: they would do 
** fomething worfe than confounding the Sa- 
** craments with the Perfons of the Holy Tri- 
“nity. Thefe words of the Gofpel ( Matt. vi. 
© 23.) might be applied to them : Jf the light, 
“° that is in you, be darkue/s, bow great is that 
©° darkne/s” ! I fhall confirm the truth of this 
obfervation by a paffage out of the XLII Let- 
ter of Madam de Sevigné, written from her 
country-feat in Bretagne, Otober 1. 1671. She 
fays, that Mr. La Mouffe (a Clergyman ) cate- 
chized upon Sundays and holy days. The other 
day, continues that Lady, he examined little 
children ; and after many queftions, they con- 
founded every thing ; fo that when he came to 

ask 
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ask them, who the Virgin was? all-of them an- 
{wered one after another, the Maker of Heaven 
and Earth, Atterwards fome Men and W omen, 
and even fome old Men faid the fame thing. I 
do pofitively affirm, that no Proteftant Peafant 
can be fo filly, as to confound the Holy Virgin 
with the Creator of Heaven and Earth. 


3. © You talk fimply, when you fay that 
“ you are afraid of the Wits. Alas! if you 
“ knew how little they are at clofe view, and 
“ how much they are fometimes at a lofs, you 
“ would quickly have a right notion of them. 
6 Ton’t you remember how much you was 
“ fometimes weary of them”? (pag. 232 of the 
fir Volume.) 


4. “ How came I to fay nothing of St, Mar- 
© ¢e], when I fpoke to you about St. Genevieve ? 
I know not what I was then thinking of. St. 
Marcel came to fetch St. Genevieve. The 
“ Gold-fmiths carried his fhrine: the Jewels 
* were worth two millions : it was the fineft 
“thing in the world. St. Genevieve followed 
“ that Saint, being carried by her children bare- 
“ footed, with an extraordinary devotion. At 
“the coming out of Notre Dame, good St. 
“ Marcel reconducted St. Genevieve as far as 
“a certain place where they parted. But do 
“ you know with what reluctancy ? Ten men 
“above the uftal number muft carry them 
“back, by reafon of their great ftriving to 
“ come together ; and if by chance they came 
* one near another, no human power, no hu- 
man ftrength could feparate them. Ask the 
“ citizens and the people. But care is taken 
“ to prevent their joining : the two Saints make 
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only a kind bow one to another ; and then 
each of them goes home. How came I not 
to tell you all thofe wonders”? ( Letter 84, 
pag. 50. Paris, Augui ". 1675.) 


5. °° M. de la Fenillade is come poft (from 
the Army) to Verfaiiles, where he furprifed 
the King, and told him: Sir, fome come to 
fetch their wives, and others to fee them. As 
for me, I come to fee Your Majefty for an 
hour, and to thank You a thoufand times. I 
fhall fee no body but Your Majefty ; tor, ’tis 
to Your Majefty only that I owe every thing. 
He talked a good while, and then took his 
leave, and told the King: Sir, I am going 
away, and I befeech You to make my com- 
pliments to the Queen, the Dauphin, my 
wife and children. He.got ‘again on horfe- 
back, and did not fee one living foul. ‘The 
“ King has been very well pleafed with that 
“ frolick : He faid with a fmile, that he had 
“* many compliments to make. ’Tis but being 
“* lucky : every thing fucceeds”. (Letter 81, 
pag. "8. Paris, Auguft 16. 1675.) 
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6. “ The Duke of Chaulites has admirably 
well entertained the King of England in his 
*° Government (of Bretagne.) He got two fup- 
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pers ready upon the road, one at ten a clock, 
and the other at midnight, as far as Rocie- 
Bernard, beyond Nantes. ‘The King embra- 
ced him very much: he knew him formerly. 
He went into a Hall, where he found a hot 
fupper brought up, the fineft Sea and frefh 
water fifh, every thing in good order, many 
** Noble Men, many Ladies. The Duke held 
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6 the napkin, and would have waited upon him 
“ at table. The King would never confent to 
“ it, and made him {up with him, and alfo 
¢ many other perfons of quality. He eat as 
“ heartily, as if there had been no Prince of 
‘¢ Orange in the world. He fet out the next 
“ day, and took fhipping at Bre/? about the fe- 
¢ venth of this month. What an extraordi- 
‘© nary Man is that Prince of Orange! He alone 
“ puts all Europe into motion”. ( Letter 129. 
Paris, March 12. 1689. ) 


. © Noble Lady, didn’t I do well to fend 
¢ vou the gallant Apoftolical Letter (/e Poulet 
“ Apoftolique ) of the Holy Father to Madam 


© de Chaulnes ¢ You oblerve to me that he: 
“ makes no mention of the Holy Spirit in ti = 


“ Election of Popes. I only took notice of his 
“ fincere acknowledgment that he owes his ex- 
 altation to France and the French Ambafla- 
*‘ dor. ‘That alone, and the praifes and friends 
“ fhip with which he honours our Dutchefs, 
“ appeared to me obfervable. As for the Holy 
“* Spirit, my Dear, I am not afraid, he will be 
“ angry for being fo little minded in the Cone 
“clave. He knows very well, and we too, 
“that he always makes a Pope. Yes indeed, 
“we that believe a Providence, know how 
“ many ways, and by how many hands and pris 
** vate wills, he performs his own will”, (CLefe 
ter 132, Deccmber 18. 1689.) 
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ARTICLE XXXIV. 





A CoMMENTARY upon the Prophecy of 
DANIEL, and the twelve Minor Pro- 
phets. By WILLIAM LowTH, B.D. 
Prebendary. of Winchejier. In two Vo- 
Iumes. London: Printed for William 
Mears, at the Lamb witheut Temple-Bayr, 

‘ 


: R~ O ~ 
1726. In Ato. page. 392. XK 205. 


r [ ose Country-Divines, who, like the 


learned Author of thisCommentary, fpend 

a confiderable part of their time in the ftudy of 
the facred Writings, are highly to be commend- 
ed. The Reverend Mr. Lowth has now pub- 
lifhed the laft Volume of his Commentary up- 
on the Prophets ; and it were to be wifhed, he 
would alfo give us the Apocryphal Books, illu- 
{trated with his Notes. He obferves in his De- 
dication to the Lord Archbifhop of Canterbury, 
that “* the Prophecy of Daniel is an undeniable 
“° proof of an over-ruling Providence, that chai- 
* ges times and feafons, that removeth one Go- 
** vernment, and fetteth up another. For (pur- 
“¢ fues the Author) what forefight was able fo 
“* exactly to defcribe the orderly Succeffion of 
“she four Great Monarchies, but that of the 
“* ETERNAL Minp, whofe wi/dom reacheth from 
GC nye 
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< one end to another mightily, and fweetly orders 
ss gi] things ° Who declares the end from the be- 
“ginning, and from ancient times things which 
“© are wot yet come to pals ; faying, my counsel 
“6 fhall fand, ana I will do all my pleafure. 

The method of Mr. Lowth is already known 
by his former Commentaries. His obfervations 
are learned, fhort and perfpicuous : one of his 
greateft excellencies confifts in explaining the 
facred ‘Text by parallel paffages ; which is the 
beft way of expounding the Scripture. He is 
infinitely more orthodox than Grotius, in the 
explication of all thofe paflages that are com- 
monly underftood of the Meffias. 'The Readers 
will find, in his Commentary upon Daniel, a 
particular account of thofe expofitions of the 
famous Prophecy concerning the LXX Weeks, 
that appear to him moft probable. I have read 
with great pleafure a new explication of that 
Prophecy, propofed by the ingenious and learn- 
ed Mr. Lancafter, a Clergyman of Chefbire, and 
printed for Meffieurs Jnwys in 1722. Mr. Lan- 
cafter (to fay fo by the by) has done a thing, 
wherein he fhould be imitated by all thofe, who 
write upon a fubjeét, that requires fuch difcuffi- 
ons as cannot be eafily remembred. I mean, 
that he has given us with great perfoicuity the 
fubftance of his explication of Daniel’s Prophe- 
cy, at the end of a Chapter, which contains that 
explication at large. 

The following Specimen of Mr. Lowth’s Com- 
mentary will give the Readers a juft notion of 
that performance. 


Joer, Chap. II. Ver..1. Blow the trumpet in 
Lion, and found an alarm in my holy mountain. | 
The Prophet defcribes the locufts and the cater- 
O 4 pillers 
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pillers as aes avily, ver. 11. in purfuance of 
which metaphor he exhorts the people to pre- 
pare to meet them, in the fame terms as if they 
were alarmed to encounter an enemy which 
was by founding of a trumpet : See Fer. iv. §, 
6, 19. ‘This ceremony was not only ufed to 
give notice of an approaching enemy, but like- 
wife to publifk the times of the folemn ee 
blies tor the Worthip of God: See Numb. x 

9, 10. And this is the chief ufe they were 4 
make of it upon this occafion: fee ver. 15. For 
there was no other way to avert the impending 
judgment, but humbling themfelves betore God 
with Fafting and Prayer. See ver. 15. 

Ibid. Let all the inbabitauts of the land treme 
ble, for the day of the Loxp cometh, &c.| Let 
them be feized. with as terrible an apprehenfion 
of this approaching judgment, as if they faw an 
enemy invading their country. See ver. 11. 

Ver. 2. A day of darkune/s, aud gloomine/s, 
day ay. clouds and thick darkunefs, as the morning 
fpread upon the mountains.| A day wherein ev e- 
ry es, will look dark and difmal : fee Amos v. 
18, 20. The locufts will intercept the light of 

the ie. and diffufe a darknefs over the land, in 
as {wift a manner as the light fpreads itfelf in 
the morning. Travellers inform us, that thele 
infe€ts will of a fudden cover the sky like a 
cloud. See Bochart de Animal. lib. 4. €. 45 §. 
Comp. ver. to. The LXX and Chaldee Para- 
nag jein this fentence to the following words. 
As the morning ipread upon the mountains, a 
people great and {trong —— 
Ibid. 4 people great aud frong.| See Chap. 
6 


i. 6. 
Ibid. Lhere bas not been ever the like, &c.] 
The locufts which plagued Egypt, are defcribed 
after 
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after the fame manner, Exod. x. 14. Before them 
there were no {uch locufts, neither after them fhall 
be fuch. In both places we are to take it for a 
Proverbial expreffion, to fet forth the extraor- 
dinary greatnefs of the judgment ; and not to 
underftand it too ftri¢tly, according to the gram- 
matical fenfe of the word. So we read of He- 
gekiah, that after him there was none like bint 
among all the kings of ‘fudab, nor any that went 
before bim ; 2 Kings xviii. 5. and yet the fame 
character is given to Fofiab, ibid. Chap. xxiii. 
25. 

Ver. 3. A fire devours before them, and be- 
bind them a flame burns.| 'The locufts, and the 
drought which ufhered them in, (fee Chap. i. 
19.) have in a manner devoured every thing 
that comes in their way ; and leave fad tokens 
of deftruction whereever they have been. Thofe 
that have travelled in the Eaffern countries, in- 
form us, that whereever the {warms of locufts 
light, they make fuch a deftruction, that there 
remains not any green thing in the trees, or in the 
herbs of the field, as Mofes {peaks concerning the 
locufts in Egypt, Exod. x. 19. 

Ibid. Lhe land is as the garden of Eden before 
them, aid bebind them a defolate wilderne/s. | 'The 
Land of ‘Fudea, {fo famous for its fertility and 
pleafantnefs before this calamity, is now turned 
into a defolate Wildernefs by the ravages they 
have made. ‘The Garden of Edeu is a prover- 
bial expreffion for a place of pleafure and fruit- 
fulneis, as we commonly ufe the word Paradi(e. 
See Gen. xiii. 10. IJ/a. li. 3. 

Ver. 4. Lhe appearance of them is as the ap- 
pearance of borfes, &c.| See the fame compari- 
fon, Reve/. ix. 7. Bochart obferves, that lo- 
cufts refemble horfes, not only in their {witt- 
nefs, 
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" fs, but alfo in the fhape of their heads. See 
his Hierozoicon, Var. 2. p. 474. 

Ver. 5. Like the n ife of chavists on the tops of 
niouintains foa:t they leap.| Comp. Revel. ix. 9. 
Chariots antiently were a part of warlike prepa- 
rations, as appears by many paffages in Scrip- 
ture. The text fays, that thefe locufts fhail re- 
femble them in their {wiftnefs, noife and terror: 
Ta ito volant peunarun fridore, ut alt@ alites cre- 
duntur : Their wings make fuch a noife, as if they 
were winged fowls, {faith "Piiny, Nat. Hift. li. 
xi. C2189. 

(bid. Like the noife of a flame of fire, that de- 
vouret) the flubvle.| Which burns up combutti- 
ble matter without refiftance. 

Ibid. As a firong people fet in battel-array.] See 
ver. 2. and Chap. 1. 6. 

Ver. 6. Before their face the people fhall be 
mitch pained, all faces foall gather blackne/s. | The 
Inhabitants of the Land fhall be in great pain 
and anguifh, under the apprehenfion of their 
coming : they fhall be feized with fuch a dread 
and fear, as fhall make their vifage look black 
and chaitly, like perfons who are dy ing. Comp. 
Fer. viii. 21. Nabuis il. Yo. 

Ver. 7. hey foall run like mighty men, &c. | 
They fhall march in fuch a fwitt and orderly 
manner, that no place fhall be inacceffible to 
them, nor any force be able to withftand 
them. 

Ver. 8. Neitber foall they thru one another, 
they foall walk every one in bis path, &c.| Of 
the regular and orderly motion of thefe infeéts, 
St. Ferom gives this account from his own ex- 
perience, in his Notes upon the place. Hoc nu- 
per in bac provincia vidimus, cum enim locnfaruiis 
agmina venirent, © aerem inter calum €8 ter- 
Tai 
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vam occuparent, tanto ordine ex difpofito Dei judi~ 
cio volitant, ut inftar tefferularum que in pavi- 
mentis artificum figuntur manu, fuum locum tene- 
ant, €3 ne puntto quidem, ut ita dicam, aut ungue 
tranfver{o declinent ad alterum, “* 'This we late- 
és ly faw in our part of the country: for when 
‘¢ {warms of locufts came and filled the lower 
«¢ region of the air, they flew in fuch order b 
6 the divine appointment, and kept their pla- 
“© ces as exactly, as when feveral tyles or par- 
“ ty-coloured ftones are skilfully placed in a 
“ pavement, fo as not to be a hair’s breadth out 
“ of their feveral ranks ™. 

Ibid. And when they fall upon the fword, they 
foall not be wounded.| By reafon of their nim- 
blenefs, and the outward coat of their skin be-~ 
ing fo hard and fmooth, no offenfive weapon 
can touch them. 

Ver. 9. hey foali run to and fro in the city, 
they foall run upon the wall, &c.| We may have 
recourfe to St. ‘Ferom again for explaining this 
paflage. Niébil locuftis invium eff, cum €& agros, 
€& fata, € arboresy & urbes, & domos, & cubi- 
culorum fecreta penetrent. ‘* Every place,’ faith 
“he, lies open to them ; for they infeét not 
“* only the fields and the fruits of the earth, but 
** creep into cities, houfes, and the moft fecret 
* recefles”. 

Ver. 10. The earth foal] quake before them, the 
heavens fhall tremble, the fun and moon fhall be 
dark, &c.| The Inhabitants of the Earth fhall 
be feized with an horrible dread at their ap- 
proach : See ver. 6. and comp. Amos ix. 5. The 
. Heavens fhall put on the appearance of fear, by 
looking dark and difmal, becaufe thefe noxious 
creatures fhall come in fuch fwarms, as to inter- 
cept the rays of the Sun, and the light of the 
Moon 
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Moon and Stars. See ver. 2. Pliny faith of thems 
that they fometimes darken the Suz; ubi {upra. 
And Mojes faith of the locufts in Egypt, that re 
land was darkened by them; Exod. x. 15. It is 
likewife to be obferved, that God’s particular 
Judgments being an Earneft and Fore-runner of 
the general Judgment, the fame expreffions are 
common to both. Comp. ver. 31. and Chap. iii. 
15. Matth. xxiv. 29. and fee the Note upon J/z. 
Xili. 10. 

Ver. 11. And the Lorn fhall utter bis voice 
before bis avmy.| Like a Leader or General, he 
fhall command or encourage this his Army, and 
can make the meaneft parts of the Creation the 
inftruments of his vengeance. God’s voice fome- 
tines denotes his anger : the moft terrible way 
of declaring his will, is, when he fpeaks to us 
by his Judgments. Comp. Chap. iii. 16. Aimos 
i. 2. er. XXX. 30. 

Ibid. Far bis camp is very great.| See ver. 
25. 

Ibid. For the day of the Lorp Zs great and 
very terrible, &c.| The time of God’s particu- 
far Jadgments, as well as that of his general 
one, is commonly expreifed by the Day of the 
Lorn; the former being an Earneft, and. imper- 
feét & eprefentation of the latter. 

Ver. 12. Turn ye even to me with all your 
beart, and with faking, and with weeping, and 
with mow utug.| Teftify your inward repentance, 
by outward expreffions of true forrow. 

Ver. 13 dud reut your bearts, and not your 
garmciis | Rending of the garments was cufto- 
mary in times of great forrow and affliction : 
Gen. XXXVii. 34. Fobi. 20. 2 Sam.i. 11. The 
Prophet does not forbid men ufing this outward 
fign of mourning, but puts them in mind to add 
an 
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an inward contrition to it. The Hebrew Wri- 
ters fometimes fignify the preference that is due 
to one thing above another, in terms which exe 
prefs the rejecting of that which is lefs worthy : 
thus we read Hoy. vi. 16. I will bave mercy, and 
not /acrifice ; 7. e. rather than Sacrifice. To the 
fame fenfe we are to underftand the text before 


US. 





ARTICLE XXXV. 


THE Whole Works of WALTER Moy Le, 
E/q, that were publifbed by himfelf. To 
which is prefixed ~fome account of his 
Life and Writings. London: Printed 
for 7. Knapton, A. Bettefworth, E. Curll, 
F. Pemberton, and F. Battley. 1727. 
in 8vo. pagg. 285. befides the Introdu- 
ction, which contains 52 pages. 


W tT, good fenfe and learning are equally 


confpicuous in the Works of the late 

Mr. Moyle ; and therefore it was very proper 
to reprint thofe Pieces that were publifhed by 
Author himfelf, at feveral times : by which 
mcons, we have now in two Volumes all the 
Works of that ingenious and learned Gentle- 
The Account of his Life and Writings, 


Pécused to this Book, will be read with - 
ure, 
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fure. I fhall extract fome few paffages out 
of it. 












In a Letter to Mr. Haminond, dated in Janu- 
ary 1693, Mr. Moyle makes this obfervation. 
“ Pleafures vary with each different Age ; for, 
“© God and Nature never made any faculty, ei- 
©¢ ther in foul or body, but prepared a fuit- 
“¢ able object in order to its regular gratificae 
tion”. 

The following words are to be found in the 
fame Letter. ‘* You told me, if I miftake not, 
* that Sir Fobu Marfbam + faid, Mr. Hobbes 
** was affifted by Dr. Pearfou (who wrote upon 
“© the Creed) in his Tranflation of Thucydides ; 
“* yet I can affure you, it is not very exact, 
“¢ though I know it is generally allowed to be 
“* excellently well performed ”. 

In the fame Letter, Mr. Moyle fays, that 
Xenophon is natural, pleafing and lively ; and that 
a wonderful fenfe of Religion runs through bis 
works. 


RA COE. oR 
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Mr. Moyle, being a very honeft Man, was 
always very Zealous for the Liberty of his 
Country ; and that noble character appears in 
many parts of his Works. When he came in- 
to Parliament, he always acted a very honoue 
rable part. ‘* But (fays. the Author of his 
“* Life) he had made fo great advances in the 
“* moft polite branches of Learning, and was 
“* fo bent upon thofe ftudies, that he never had 
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t Sir Fobn Marjbam, Bart. eldeft Son of Sir Fobs 
Marjham, the famous Author of the Chromicus Canon. 
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c¢ any relifh for that Station. His thoughts 
«© were rather turned upon making the beft ad- 
“¢ vantages by Reading, efpecially in Hiftory, 
“© from which he collected the Yorms, the Con- 
¢ ftitutions, and the Laws of Government”, 
Mr. Moyle was a perion of an uncommon be- 
neficence and humanity. A more extenfive cha- 
rity, and a truer love tor his country, was {carce 
to be found in any man. “ He ufed often to 
“ regret the not having the advantage of tra- 
“ yelling abroad ; but to make amends for this, 
© he read all the accounts of all parts. of the 
“ world that he could meet with, and made 
“ very ufeful reflections upon them”. 


The Works of Mr. Moyle, publifhed by him- 
felf, and now reprinted, are thefe. 


Xenophon’s Difcourfe upon improving the Re- 
venue of the State of Ateis. 

An Effay on the Lacedemonian Government. 
Addreffed to Anthony Hammond, Efq;. 

A Tranflation of fome Pieces of Lucian. 1. 
Of Sacrifices. 2. Herodotus, or Action. 3. A 
Dialogue with Hefiod. 4. A Panegyrick upon 
Demofthenes. 

Mr. Moyle prefixed this Argument to Luci- 
a's Difcourfe of Sacrifices. ‘“* This is a gene- 
“ral bold-fpirited Satire upon all the Heathen 
“ Superftitions, their Gods, Temples, Altars, 
“ Sacrifices, and the whole fyftem of the Pagan 
“Worfhip. °Tis writ with an air and fpirit 
“ peculiar to the happy Gerius of Lucian ; and 
“ I have this only exception to it, that he feems 
“ to affign a wrong Original of Sacrifices, and 
* to miftake folly and delufion in the people, 
* for 
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“ for defign and knavery in the Priefts. I am 
“¢ glad, for the honour of my Religion, that 
“ the Pagan Priefts are the Reverfe of ours, and 
“¢ that a Satire upon them is a Panegyrick upon 
“ the Clergy of our Church, whofe unfhaken 
“¢ firmnefs to their principles, zeal for the Reli- 
“¢ sion and Liberties of their Country, and a 
“ thoufand other great qualities, may juftly 
“* fecure them from all the groundlets cavils of 
“* our modern Scepticks, whofe opinions no 
“© good man can allow, and no wife man will 
©¢ profefs”. It appears from thefe words, that 
Mr. Moyle had a great efteem for the Clergy. 
But the Author fays, that Mr. Moyle took a 
difguft againft the Clergy at the Greczau Coffee- 
houfe near the Yemple : he does not tell us up- 
on what account. He adds, that it happened 
to be the fubject of frequent but friendly difputes 
between them. 

An Argument againft a Standing Army, Ec. 

Letters between Mr. Moyle, and feveral of 
his friends. 

The laft Pieces, contained in this Volume, 
are a Tranflation of Lucian’s Philopatris, by 
Dr. Drake ; and the Charaéter of Mr Fletcher 
of Salton. 


o 


Thave given an account of Mr. Moyle’s poft- 
humous Works in the third Volume of this 
Journal. That Gentleman was admirably well 
qualified for critical Inguiries. 
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ARTICLE XXXVI. 


CoMMENTATIO de Perfonis, vulgd Lar- 
vis feu Mafcheris von der Carnavals-Luft 
Critico, Hiftorico, Morali atque Juridi- 
co modo diligenter confcripta 4 CHRI- 
STOPH. HENR. Nob. Dom. DE BER- 
GER, Comite Palat. Czfar. Potent. Pol. 
Regis ac Elect. Sax. in fummo Provocat. 
Senatu Confil. Antecef, Curie Ele&, Pro- 
vince. Confift. Ecclef. Scabinat. & Ord. 
Jurid. in Academ. Vitemb. itemque Ju- 
dicii Ducalis in March. Inferior. Lufa- 
tie Affeffore. Francofurti & Lipfiz, 
apud Georg. Marc. Knochium, Biblio- 
pol. Vitembergenfem. 


That is, 


AN biftorical and moral Treatife of the 
Mafquerades of the Carnaval, by CuR1- 
STOPHER-HENRY Lord of BERGER, 
&c. In 4to. page. 340, befides the Fi- 
gures, and two Indexes. 


SEPTEMBER 1426, P Tuts 
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u1s Book has been printed without the 
date of the year ; but it muft have been 
publifhed in 1723 or 1724, fince the Epiftle de- 
dicatory to the King of Poland is dated in Sep- 
tember 1723. I don’t defign to give an account 
of that work: I fhall only fay in general, that 
it is a Hiftory of Mafquerades, attended with 
moral obfervations, and a folution of many ca- 
{es relating to that fubject. 

The Author does not difapprove Mafque- 
rades, provided they be confined within certain 
bounds. 

I find in this Book a paffage, containing a 
particular hardly known in England, and at 
which I have been a little furprifed. In many 
Towns of Saxony, upon the Feftival of St. Gre- 
gory, the Prieft (Sacerdos}) exhorts parents to 
take care of their childrens education ; mafters 
to perform their duty in teaching children ; and 
Jaftly, children to anfwer the expectation of 
their parents and mafters. After thofe exhor- 
tations, moft of the young people go all over 
the Town with their mafters in a folemn pro- 
ceflion, and in the difguife of our Saviour, 
Angels, Princes, Noblemen, Doétors, Prietts 
( Sacerdotum) tradefmen, peafants, and even buf- 
foons and Pagan Deities. They fing holy hymns, 
and fometimes act public Plays : they celebrate 
the glory of God, and give him thanks for the 
prefervation of their fchools. This folemnity 
lafts feveral days. It owes its original (fays 
the Author) to the ignorance that prevailed 
formerly in Saxony ; for, that time was confe- 
crated to Pope Gregory II, who reftored the 
Chriftian Religion in Germany (77 the VIIL 
Ceuitiry.) The Author condemns thofe pious 
Maique- 
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Mafquerades ; for Cfays he) befides that it is a 
profanation to perfonate our Saviour, Ancels 
and Priefts, no good man can approve that young 
people fhould go to Church in the difguife of 
buffoons, peafants, and Pagan Deities, and fing 
there the praifes of God, frequently in a ridicu- 
lous manner: to fay nothing of what is done 
amifs in the ftreets and private houfes. The 
Author concludes that fuch a cuftom, which 
occafions many indecencies, fhould be abolifhed 
ina Proteftant Country. I have faid above, that 
I was a little furprifed, when I read this paf- 
faze: and indeed I thought, religious Mafque- 
rades were only to be feen in the Churches of 
Spain ; and I fhould never have imagined, that 
fuch a pious farce was alfo ated among the Pre- 
teftants of Saxony. 


There are at the end of this Book a great 


many Figures of the Actors of Zereuce’s Co- 
medies. 


ARTICLE XXXVI. 


FRANCFORT. 


r [* E fifth Tome of the Amenitates Littera= 
ri@ is come out. 


Amenitates Litterarie, quibus varie Obferva- 
tiones, Scripta item quedam anecdota, © rariora 


Opufcula exbibentur. Tom.V. Francofurti & Lip- 
fie. 1726. in Svo. 
P2 HALL. 
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HALL. 


N 1923, Dr. Laugius publifhed a Book to 
, { prove the truth of Natural Religion againft 
Atheifts. He has now put out another Work, 
wherein he proves againft Unbelievers the truth 
of the Religion revealed to the Jews. 


D. Foachimi Langit, §. Theol. Prof. Ord. in 
Regia Fridericiana, Caufa Dei & Religionis, Fu- 
dais revelateé, adverfus fic dittum Naturalifmun 
methodo demonftrativa adferta. Hale Sax. 1726. 
in 8yo. 


LELZPSLC &. 


I. H: E follows the title of a Book concern- 
ing the Parenthefes to be found in the 
holy Scripture. 


M. Chriftophori Wollit, Lipfienfis, Catecheta aa 
D. Petri, Commentatio philologica de Parenthefi 
facra. Accedunt due Differtationes : prior de ufu 
€3 abufit akinG nominum divinorum facre : pofte- 
fiertor de loco Dan, Gen. xix. 14. contra Spite 
zam. Prefatioyem premifit Chrifiian. Frider. Boer- 
nerus, Theol. D. €8 in Acad. Lipf. Prof. Prima- 
vius. Lipfie. 1726. in Ato. 


The Author lays down feveral rules about the 
Parenthefes of the holy Scripture, and then ap- 
plies them to feveral examples. He obferves that 
in this paflage of St. Mark’s Gofpel, IX. 13. Bu! 
I fay unto you, that Elias is indeed come, and they 
have done unto bim whatever they lifted, as it is 
writtes of bim: the words, and they have done 
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yuto bim whatever they lifted, ought to be read 
as a Parenthefis. From whence he concludes 
againft Mr. Whifrou, that the paflage in Malachi, 
Ill. 23. to which the words, as zt is written of 
bim, reter, is not imperfect and curtailed. 


II. A new Edition of Faber’s Dictionary is 
come out. 


Bafilit Fabri Thefaurus eruditionis {cholaftica, 
recenfitus, emendatus, locupletatus a ‘Fob. Mat- 
thia Gefnero. Lipfie@. 1726. in folio. 


Ill. Zextus V. TZ. oviginalis Ebreus ab Enallagis 
liberatus, ita ut CLXXIL V.G. loca, in quibus 
Enallage regnare dicttur, ope pietatis critica, fiit- 
plicitaté Deo digue refituantur, & fine Enallagis 
exponantur a Franci{co Wokenio, P. P. tn Acad. 
Lipfienfi. Lipfiea & Wittenb. 1726. in 8vo, 


P AR IS. 


I. M’ Crevier, Profeflor in Beauvais-Col- 
lege, has publifhed another Letter up- 
on Father Hardouzn’s Pliny. 


Lettre @ un Profeffeur de ? Univerfité de Paris, 
aM* * * fur le Pline du R. P. Hardouiu. A 
Paris. 1726. in 4to. page. 28. 


Here follow fome remarks of that Profeffor. 
He obferves, that Father Hardouin judges of 
antient ufages by ours. Pliny (B.33. pag. 630.) 
{peaking of a Roman Knight, fays that he was 
paterna gente Pellitus ; that is, as Gronovius ex- 
plains it, that by his father’s fide, he was origi- 


nally come from the nation of Szrdinia, called 
P 3 Pellie 
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Pelliti. Father Hardouin maintains that this 
Knight was of a family of Magiftrates, who 
wore Furs, as our Prefidents of the Parlia- 
ment. 

It is well known that the /% eftals were allowed 
to go abroad, that they appeared in public, and 
had a feat in the Circus and the Theater. But 
becaufe they were the Nuns of the Romans, and 
Nuns ar e clo} {tered up amongft us, Father Har- 
douin concliides (Lor. IL. p. 445.) that it was 
{> with the Veftals. And to conirm himfelf in 
that opinion, he alledges a Medal of C. Clodius, 
on the reveerfe of which there is a Veftal, with 
this word Vesratis, which he underftands thus, 
Vestares Inclufit Septis: He has fout up the 
Vefals in Cleyfters. Who has done it? C. Clodi- 
us, who is on the other fide of the Medal. 

Father Hardouin (Z. J. p. 4.77.) produces a 
Medal, which has on one fide of it the name 
of 9, Metellus Pius, and on the reverfe a Man, 
who carries the Palladium with the right hand, 
end an old Man.upon his left fhoulder. That 
Man is plainly Aueas ; and the defign of that 
Medal was to compare with the filial piety of 

JEneas that of Metellus, who, with an admira- 
ble zeal, follicited the recalling of his father un- 
juftly banifhed. But Father Hardouin, remem- 
bring upon this occafion the Hofpital of difa- 
bled “Soldiers, goes about to undeceive the Read- 
ers, in thefe words: Be /ure Cfays he) wot to be- 
lieve that FEneas and Anchifes are meant bere. 
For, did Metellus al/o derive bis original from 
Fineas ? Woat is expreffed by that Symbol, is that 
Metellus built a Temple confecrated to Pallas, to 
lodge the foldiers worn out with the fatigue of the 
war, or lame, it a word, an Hofpital for dif- 
ablea 
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abled Soldiers: and from thence the Surname of 
Pius was given bim. 


Father Hardouin pretends, that all thofe who 
had the fame names, were of the fame family : 
a principle which makes him run into very 
ftrange paradoxes. Here follows an inftance 
of it. ) 

Every body knows that the furname of Ce/far, 
which did originally belong to the family of the 
Fulii, became afterwards a title of honour, which 
denoted the Imperial Dignity, or a right to it ; 
as it plainly appears in all the Emperors, who 
reigned after Nero, and took the furname of 
Cefar, though they were not of Auguftus’s fa- 
mily. Notwithftanding that opinion generally 
received, Father Hardoutn, (7.1. p. 87.) upon 
occafion of a Medal of Ve/pafian, where that 
Prince has the title of Ce/ar, obferves that this 
furname was hereditary to all the defcendants of 
Augufus, by his daughter Fu/ia ; from whence 
it naturally follows that Ve/pafian, who by the 
confeflion of all the contemporary Authors, was 
of mean extraction, defcended from 4igu/tus, ace 
cording to Father Hardouin. 


That Father believes, that Pliny is an infalli- 
ble Oracle in matters of fact, and fometimes ex- 
plains him ftrangely. Every body is fully per- 
fuaded that the title of Superbus, which the Ro- 
mans gave to Yarguivius their laft King, is an 
injurious Epithet, on account of his tyranny. 
But Father Hardouin, relying upon Pliny’s aus 
thority, (Z. II. p. 162.) declares that this fur- 
name was only given to that Prince, in order to 
denote his magnificence. If you defire to know 
wherein that authority confifts, it is only ground 
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ed upon this circumftance. Pliny, naming that 
King, calls him Superbus Larquinius, inftead of 
Targuinius Superbus. 

Pliny (I. II. p. 644-) obferves, that the eque- 
{trian Statue erected to Clelia is a diftin€tion the 
more remarkable, becaufe the fame honour was 
not done to Lucretia and Brutus, who expelled 
the Kings. Thefe laft words have nothing in 
them, that is repugnant to the teftimony of tho 
other Writers concerning Lucretza ; tor, Pliny 
might fay that fhe had expelled the Kings from 
Rome, becaufe her death occafioned their ba- 
nifhment. And yet Father Hardouin taking thofe 
words in a literal fenfe, denies that a againft 

ivy, and confequently againft all thofe who 
have certified the fame event. Learu (fays he) 
from this place, that the whole account which Li- 
vy gives of Lucretia, who, according to bim, ktlled 
berfelf, after foe bad been ravifbed by the Sou of 
Tarquinius, is a mere fiction. How fo? °Tis be- 
caufe Pliny fays, that Lucretia and Brutus ex- 
pelled the Kings : : Lucretie & Bruto, qui expr 
lerant Reges. 


Father Hardouin (2-1. p. $19.) believes that 
Animals may proceed from putrefaction : That 
be true and fir origin of the merves is in the 
Heart (I.1. p. 633.) That the true Lizard has 
no blood, and that Frogs have none but in their 
eyes. He fays, that Horace was an Advocate. 
This he has difcov ered in the fixth Satyr of the 
fecond Book of that Poet: Rojcias orabat fibi 
adeffes ad Puteas cras. Nimirum ( {ays Father 
Hardouiu, J.1l.p.742.) ut apad Pretorem cate 
fam iphus actitare?t, 
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Upon the reverfe of two Medals, one of Ne- 
ro, and the other of Cow/aitius, there are armed 
men, with this word underneath, SABINE5 
which denotes the carrying away of the daugh- 
ters of the Sabins by force. But, acco rding to 
Father Hardouin, (YZ. I. p. 753.) the firft Me- 
dal concerns a Bafilica, a great building railed 
by Nero tor the Actreffes of the City of Aries ; 

as it appears by the Infcription, w hich ought to 

be read thus: Scenscis Arelate Bafilicam Jinpes 
rator Nero Extruxit. And the fecond Medal 
relates to the fame Actreffes expelled from Arles, 
as one mnzy fee by the fame Infcription Sania, 
that is, jail ‘Arelate Bono Inperiz Natus Au- 
gufus Ejecit. The armed men upon the firft 
Medal, are Soldiers fent by Nero to keep the 
Adtreffes from going up and down the ftreets : 
and thofe who appear upon the other Medal, 
are the Soldiers employed by Conftantzus to ex- 
pel the fame Aéirefles trom the ‘Lown. 

Pliny mentions Stags : (Z. Il. p. 481.) where- 
upon Father Hardouiiz obferves, that Horns are 
no new thing to denote the difhonour which 
a loofe wife imprints uvon the forehead of her 
husband ; fince that ufage was eftablifhed among 
the Romans, as it appears Irom two Medals, 
one of the Emperor Gal/reinus, and the other 
of his wife Sz/ouina ; on the reverfe of which 
there is a Stag with this Infcription, ‘Funont 
Conf. Aug. that is, for one Medal, Fuzoni Con- 
fervatrici Augufi, and for the other, Fanconi Con 
fervatrict An Sil But ‘Feuo Clays Father Har- 
dowtn) is the conjuga al faith, which is called 
here the Preferver of the Emp 7#efS, being to pre- 
vent her beltowing a pair of horns upon her 
husband, ne waritum faciat corvai 5 and the Pre- 
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ferver of the Emperor, being to fave him the af- 
front of wearing horns, we cervus fit. ‘There 
is no fuch myftery in thofe Medals. The Stag, 
reprefented upon them, is only a Symbol of the 
long life wifhed to Gallienus and his wife. 


Some would be glad to fee a Commentary 
upon the Scripture by Father Hardouin ; but 
others are of opinion, that learned Jefuit 
does very well not to meddle with the Bi- 


ble. 


(An account of the firft Letter concerning Fa- 
ther Hardouin’s new Edition of Pliny, may be 
feen in the third Volume of this Fournal, Art. 
VII.) 


If. The Authors of the Memoirs of Trevoux 
‘have publifhed the following piece of news from 
Peking in China. 


Father Perewnin of the Society of Jefus, be- 
ing ordered by the late Emperor to tranflate a 
complete Anatomy into the Tartarian language, 
has pitched upon that of Mr. Déonis. That tran- 
flation has been revifed, corrected and approved 
by the Emperor himfelf; and the Tranflator 
has fent that Work to the Academy of Sci- 
ences. 


The late Emperor of China died the 20 of 
December 1722, after a glorious reign of fixty 
one years, 


Tif. A Pamphlet in 4to is lately come 
out with this title: A Relation of the Mi- 
racle, which happened on the 31. of May 1725, 

being 
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being Corpus Chrifti Day, at the Proceffion of 
St. Margaret’s Parifh, in St. Antony’s Suburb at 
Paris, in the perfon of Anne Charlier, Wife of 
Francis De Ja Foffe, an Ebonift, drawn up from 
the Verbal-Procefs of the Epifcopal Court of 
Paris, and containing the circumftances of that 
great event, publifhed with the permiffion of 
his Eminence, Cardinal De Noailes, Archbifhop 
of Paris. 

This Relation is approved by Mr. De Vikiers, 
Royal Cenfor of Books. The Author has omit- 
ted to infert in it the Pieces quoted by him, 
among others, the Report of the Phylicians, 


IV. Father De Mezieres, of tise Oratory, 
has obtained this year, in the judgment of the 
Academy of Sciences, the Prize tounded by the 
late M. De Meflay. The fubje€t propofed for 
the next Prize, is the explication of the general 
caufe of Gravity. 


V. Hiftoire Militaire du regne de Louis le 
Grand. 1726. Seven Volumes in 4to. The 
Author of that Hiftory is the Marquis De Quiu- 
cy, Brigadier of the King’s Armies. 


VI. Dittionnaire Univerfel de la France au- 
cienne €9 moderne, &c. A Paris, chez les Sau- 
grains €§ Prault. 1726. Three Volumes in 
folio. 


The Bookfellers who are the Authors of this 
Dittionary, fay that they had printed abave twen- 
ty thoufand- Memoirs divided into Articles, and 
fent them into the Provinces of the Kingdom 
to receive fome information. But they com- 
Plain that they have hardly received any anfwer, 
4 and 
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and that thofe who have anfwered, have not in. 
formed them to their fatisfaction. They invite 
all the Towns and Parifhes of France to com- 
municate to them other inftructions, that they 
may correct and enlarge their Dictionary. 


VII. Abbé Du Farry has publifhed a new Edi- 
tion of his Reflexious upon the Eloquence of the 
Pulpit, to which he has added a fecond Part. 


Le Miniftere Evangelique, ou Reflexions fur 
P Eloquence de la Chaire, & la Parole de Dieu 
annoncée avec P autorité de la Miffion, ou Rheto- 
rique Sacrée, pour conduire les Orateurs Chréti- 
ens au fublime degré de la perfection. Nouvelle 
Edition augmentée d’ une feconde Partie. 1726. in 


12° pagg. 4.12. 


VIII. Father Hergott, a Benediétin Monk of 
the Congregation of St. Blai/e, is the Author of 
the following Book. 


Vetus Difciplina Mouaftica, feu Collectio Autto- 
vum Ordinis §. Benediétt maximam partem inedi- 
torum, qui ante fexcentos fere annos per Italiam, 
Galiam atque Germaniam, de Monaftica Difci- 
plina tra€tarunt, €8c. Prodit nunc primum opera 
3 fludio * * * Presbyteri 9 Monachi Benedittint 
-é:Congregatione S. Blafii in Silva nigra. Parifiis. 
1726. in 4to. page. 594. 

The Author of this Colle€&tion has prefixed to 
it a Diflertation, which runs upon four points; 
t. upon the ufages of the antient Monks : 2. up- 
on Volatiles, the eating of which he believes to 
be allowed by the Rule of St. Benedict : 3. up- 
on the Divine Office: 4. upon fome faéts, the 
examination whereof is ufeful. 

I 
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